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Diplomacy Deteriorates as Pandemic Morphs 

Editor’s Introduction 
A very happy New Year to all our readers, with best wishes for a more focussed and less disrupted year than 
the last two. As a Group we continue to look for a permanent Chairman and Secretary to provide vision and 
leadership through and beyond 2022. Could you hold one of these posts? Don’t be shy, contact us. 
East-West relations appear to be reaching a post 
Glasnost low as both President Putin in Russia and 
President Xi in China harden their rhetoric against 
apparently distracted Western Governments. 
These previously communist regimes are taking 
advantage of an apparently weaker US Presidency 
and poor European energy policies to pursue hard 
line expansionist policies in Ukraine and Taiwan. 
Both areas are potential flashpoints for military 
action in 2022. The West must take care with 
these expansionist policies or risk losing further 
friendly states to these former cold war 
adversaries. We cover some recent developments 
in these theatres on pages 2-5 while also reflecting on the CGS’s letter to military heads in early December.  
Locally we can report that the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment has been impacted by the Integrated Defence 

Review. The context for the Review is a significant change in the nature of warfare that requires 
transformation in our militaries equipment, structures and way of operating. Significantly, 2 LANCS has 
been redesignated the 3rd Battalion of the Ranger Regiment. We can forward a pdf copy of the 
Kingsman should anyone wish to see the full publication; simply email your request to  lmhg@live.com . 
LMHG were joint sponsors with the University for the contentious look at the options for Defence in an 
independent Scotland and we also include an obituary to Brig Joe Milburn at the foot of  page 5. 
Unfortunately the most recent pandemic development, the spread of the omicron variant, led to the 
cancellation of the Carol concert in December, but we were able to successfully hold our Annual Dinner on 
November 18th, when our guest of honour the Right Honourable Alistair Burt PC, provided diners with a 
detailed understanding of the politicians role in applying Defence Policy. It would be fair to reflect that the 
theoretical application of policy might not be entirely aligned with the practical application of the same! 

We’re delighted to welcome the first part of the quartet written by Col Peter Dew on the subject of the 
Dambusters. This has been a significant piece of work on his part and can be found on pages 6 & 7. 
Harry Fecitt continues to contribute with another KORR story, this time from the Horn of Africa in a little 
known theatre of the second world war and appears on pages 8 & 9. Three further features appear on 
pages 10-12, concerning Col Sir William Hilary, of RNLI fame; ‘Putin’s Little Green Men’ and an 
introduction to ‘Defence UK’.  Our thanks go to Raymond Hirst for the first of these, Tim Ripley for his 
book review  mirroring page 4’s item on Russia, and David Dawson for the intro to another organisation. 
Your Executive are looking for a new ‘home’ for our meetings after many years in the Liberal Club, 
where recent changes have rendered the building less functional for our purposes. If you know of a 
good inexpensive location, do get in touch. 
The British Legion ran a very successful coffee morning for veterans in Morecambe Football Club before 
Christmas and plan to repeat this monthly on the following dates/times:- 10am – 12pm, on January 26th, 
Feb 23rd, 23rd Mar, 27th Apr, 25th May, 22nd Jun in the Local Choice Suite at  Mazuma Stadium.  Royal 
British Legion Morecambe & Heysham Branch are fully supporting this event, 

Winter/Spring Events   All venues to be confirmed 
Confirmation of these events will be emailed, but put the date in your diary: If in doubt, contact either 
                  mike.irvine@talk21.com     or call 07876710565 for information 
Thur 10 Feb - Lancaster University CWD has a joint lecture with the RAF Museum at 1800. Book via 
eventbrite following this link. https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/centre-for-war-and-diplomacy/events/dr-
maria-ewa-burczynska-complexity-of-integration 

            Wed 23 Feb – Joint Lancaster University CWD/LMHG talk by David Parrott 
            Thur 17th Mar – Martin Alexander talking about Montgomery’s Desert War on the 80th Anniversary 
            Tues 10th May – AGM plus Brian Jefferson talking on ‘Operation Black Buck’ on the 40th Anniversary 
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China’s Growing Belligerence    
In the last year Beijing has exploited the U.S.'s and the 
world's preoccupation with the corona-virus pandemic to 
assert China's hegemony throughout Asia. It has threatened 
and/or sunk boats from Vietnam, the Philippines, Japan, 
and Malaysia, and flown fighter jets into Taiwanese 
airspace eight times. It instigated a skirmish with India in 
the Himalayas that killed dozens, the worst such fighting 
along the disputed border in decades. "It's a quite 
deliberate Chinese strategy to try to maximize what they 
perceive as being a moment of distraction," said Peter Jennings of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. Beijing was 
also emboldened by Trump's "America First" isolationism, and has seen no change since the Biden administration took 
over. In passing a draconian security law for Hong Kong, Beijing shredded all pretence that it would keep its pledge to 
respect the former British colony's "one country, two systems" arrangement, or Hong Kong’s right to free speech. Its 
domestic oppression of its mostly Muslim Uighur minority includes forced Uighur birth control and abortion. 

Chinese Coast Guard vessels have been muscling into other 
countries' territorial waters all over the South China Sea, a 
body of water China claims as its sole domain even though 
nine other countries also border it. In April, the Chinese 
rammed and sank a Vietnamese fishing boat, harassed 
Malaysian and Philippine ships, and declared that lands long 
claimed by the Philippines — including the Spratly Islands, 
Scarborough Shoal, and Fiery Cross Reef — were now 
Chinese districts. In June, it menaced Taiwan with bombers 
and fighter jets in Taiwanese airspace, a rare occurrence 
before this year. But the military isn't China's only tool: It is 
also exerting its economic might and its soft power. 
How is Beijing doing that? When Australia asked for an 
international investigation into how the coronavirus spread 
from Wuhan to the world, China's wrath was swift. It hit 
Australia with a shocking 80 percent tariff on barley and a 
ban on beef imports, and launched a huge cyber-attack on 
all levels of Australian government. Meanwhile, conservative 
lawmakers in Australia and the U.S. have raised concerns 
about the growing penetration of the United Front, an arm 
of the Chinese government that sponsors Chinese cultural 
and educational groups all over the world. In Canada, for 
example, the Front mobilized Chinese groups to buy up 
masks and gloves in the early days of the pandemic and send 
them to China. Chinese President Xi Jinping calls the Front 

one of China's three "magic weapons," along with the Communist Party and armed struggle.  
The global response? Many countries are enacting sanctions and reorienting their military strategies to confront the 
Chinese threat. The Philippines, which under President Rodrigo Duterte had been openly anti-American and 
deferential to China, has just changed course, deciding not to go through with a planned withdrawal from a military 
treaty with the U.S. Australia unveiled new military spending of $186 billion over the next 10 years, with a focus on 
deterring China itself rather than supporting U.S. missions. Britain is following suit working with Australia to supply 
nuclear powered submarines for deployment in theatre. "We need to work out how we will deal with a China that 
economically, technically, and militarily is going to surpass the U.S. within our lifetimes," said Tobias Ellwood, head of 
Parliament's defence committee. 
The USA is now blaming China for "worldwide killing" created by the corona-virus outbreak and has cancelled visas for 
Chinese grad students with links to the Communist Party. More recently, the Pentagon sent three aircraft carriers to 
the region and conducted huge exercises in the South China Sea involving dozens of ships and hundreds of warplanes. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo criticized Beijing for "aggressive expansionism." Congress passed the Uighur Human 
Rights Policy Act, which sanctions specific Chinese officials responsible for "gross human rights violations," and it is 
planning to spend an additional $7 billion over two years to boost Pacific forces. 
International criticism of China over the pandemic and Chinese aggression has only produced more swaggering 
defiance from Beijing, which believes it will soon surpass the U.S. as the world's great superpower. "Xi Jinping's 

attitude now is that he can't fail," being emboldened by what he sees as a vacuum in American leadership.                   2 



Steamrolling Hong Kong  - The national security law that Beijing imposed on Hong Kong in late June effectively 
destroys freedom of expression and the rule of law in the territory. It threatens with life in jail those who engage in 
secession, subversion, and "collusion with foreign forces" — an offense so vague that it could include texting a 
foreigner or working with any international organization. Those charged with such crimes could be sent for trial to 
mainland China, where the conviction rate is 99.9 percent. Already, hundreds of protesters have been arrested under 
the law. Taiwan, which broke away from Communist China in 1949 but which China still claims, fears a military 
invasion. The Taiwanese are alarmed by the fact that the new security law asserts "universal jurisdiction," meaning 
anyone in any country can theoretically be prosecuted for criticizing Beijing. China has already accused Taiwan 
President Tsai Ing-wen of a "separatist plot" for speaking at a democracy forum. "Our sense of fear has increased," 
said Taiwanese lawmaker Chen Po-wei. "Because of China's nature, there is a high possibility of conflict." 
 

China ready to invade Taiwan in three years? 
CHINA will be capable of mounting a “full-scale” invasion of Taiwan in three years’ time, the island’s defence chief 
warned recently, describing tensions between Taipei and Beijing as the worst in more than 40 years. Chiu Kuo-cheng 
also warned of the growing danger of an accidental “misfire” across the sensitive Taiwan Strait that could suddenly 
escalate hostilities. 
His comments came after Joe Biden, the US President said that he had “made clear” to his Chinese counterpart Xi 
Jinping that Beijing should stick to the “Taiwan agreement” during a call last month. He did not specify which 
agreement, but appeared to be referring to Washington’s One China Policy, which puts formal ties with Beijing over its 
informal ties with Taipei, but does not recognise China’s sovereignty claims over the island. 
I Last night, it was reported that Mr Biden and Mr Xi will hold a “virtual bilateral” meeting before the end of the year 
to discuss Taiwan, conflicts over the South China Sea, Hong Kong, Xinjiang, its transparency over the spread of Covid 
and human rights. 
The last four days have seen a record-breaking stretch of 150 Chinese military aircraft flying into Taiwan’s air defence 
identification zone (ADIZ) — the buffer zone next to its territorial airspace. “For me, as a military man, the urgency is 
right in front of me,” said Mr Chiu, the defence minister. “By 2025, China will bring the cost and attrition to its lowest. 
It has the capacity now, but it will not start a war easily, having to take many other things into consideration.” 
He made the remarks to a parliamentary committee reviewing a $8.6billion (£6.3billion) military spending budget for 
home-made weapons including land-based missile systems and warships. Mr Chiu’s comments reflect a growing 
consensus that the threat of Beijing launching an attack to annex the island is increasingly imminent. 
The US has confirmed its commitment to Taiwan and cautioned China to “cease its military, diplomatic and economic 
pressure”. 
The issue was discussed again at a meeting in Switzerland between Jake Sullivan, the US national security adviser, and 
Yang Jiechi, China’s top diplomat. The Chinese Communist Party claims Taiwan is part of China. It has never ruled 
there, and has repeatedly threatened to invade if Taipei does not agree to unification. Taiwan currently operates as an 
independent country, with its own democratically elected government, military, currency and foreign policy. 
Nicola Smith 
 

An SNP View of Scotlands Defence 
Developing a foreign and defence policy for an independent Scotland would be a huge 
challenge but also a huge opportunity, a Lancaster audience was told on November 25. 
The remarks were made by former UK ambassador Dame Mariot Leslie in a talk 
sponsored by Lancaster University's Centre for War and Diplomacy and Lancaster 
Military Heritage Group. 
A supporter of Scottish independence, she predicted it would happen and it would be a 
good thing with the rest of the UK being Scotland's most important ally. 
Dame Mariot, our woman in Norway and then NATO, believed the stakes on both sides 
would be high, including the removal of the nuclear deterrent from Scotland, but a deal 
would be possible with goodwill and good sense. 
Director of the Centre for War and Diplomacy Dr Thomas Mills said Dame Mariot had 
been at the highest level of UK policy-making during the last four decades. He thanked 
her for her insightful and provocative talk.  

Dame Mariot was certainly a controversial speaker and predictably the LMHG members present provoked the 
discussion with interesting questions in the Q and A following the talk. The question of Faslane and a non-nuclear 
Scotland poses real questions for any future relationship between England and Scotland in such a scenario, not to 
mention the Royal Regiment of Scotland and the RAF Maritime Surveillance fleet and Air Defence Squadrons based at 
Lossiemouth. The issue of Defence is perhaps the most crucial factor in determining how an independent Scotland 
could function outside the Union. 
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Ukraine Remains Vulnerable 
For the second time this year Russia has amassed forces near its borders with Ukraine, with an estimated 90,000 troop 
build-up concerning western governments and analysts. The US secretary of state, Antony Blinken, has issued a stark 
warning that Russia has made plans for a “large-scale” attack and is supported by other western intelligence 
assessments.  
Jane’s, the defence intelligence specialist, has tracked the deployment of Russian tanks, artillery and other units to 
occupied Crimea in the south of Ukraine, Voronezh in the east and around Smolensk to the north, in what it coolly 
describes as “anomalous Russian military activity”. RUSI also described the build-up as “much more serious” than was 
seen in April, because there is some evidence of 
meaningful combat preparations, notably in the 
field modifications sported by Russian armour. 
These look like cages bolted on to the roof – and 
reflect the fact Kremlin has been spooked by some 
of Ukraine’s recent arms purchases from the west. 
Of particular concern to Moscow are US Javelin 
anti-tank missiles and Turkish TB2 Bayraktar 
drones, both of which aim to knock out Russian 
armour by striking on the top where it is weakest. 
Russia continues to raise the rhetoric and to test 
the west and the US’s resolve and Putin does not want Kyiv to drift gradually and decisively into the western sphere. A 
full-scale attack remains hard to imagine, however, and Russia’s aim is most likely diplomatic. Orysia Lutsevych, a 
Ukrainian analyst from the Chatham House foreign policy think-tank, said that “Russia wants to neutralise Ukraine and 
turn it into a buffer state. It would be optimal, from its point of view, to have Donbass recognised as autonomous with 
a leadership elected under Russia’s control, with a veto over Kyiv’s foreign policy”…. “time plays in Ukraine’s favour” as 
it seeks to develop along western lines”.  

Western leaders, such as the British foreign secretary, Liz Truss, declared “support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity”; the trial of strength between west and east has some way to run. 

 

Russia and China pose ‘daily’ space threat 
RUSSIA and China are a daily threat in space, the chief of the Air Staff has said, as he claimed that future conflicts 
would be “won or lost” beyond the Earth’s atmosphere. Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston said Moscow and Beijing 
were engaging in “questionable” activity such as flying satellites within “close proximity” of others, as well as more 
“dangerous activity” that could destroy other satellites, on a daily basis. The UK witnesses “reckless” behaviour from 
the two adversaries several times a year”. Sir Mike said that over the past year, Russia had deployed a combination of 
satellites that “we would describe as having the characteristic of a weapon and they practised a manoeuvre, that we 
would say could only have been done to deliberately destroy another satellite”. 
China continues to “develop anti-satellite technology, and that’s everything from missiles that directly target satellites, 
to laser dazzle weapons, to electronic jamming to physically ramming other satellites”. Sir Mike added that 
China practises against “their own redundant satellites”, and as such are “demonstrating the ability to do it”. He said: 
“A future conflict may not start in space, but I’m in no doubt that it will come very quickly to space, and it may well be 
won or lost in space. If we don’t think, and prepare for that today then we won’t be ready when the time comes.” 
Gen Sir Patrick Sanders, the head of Strategic Command, stressed the disruptive implications a space war would have 
for civilians and soldiers alike. He said not only does space provide “critical capabilities” to the military, but it enables 
technology “we all recognise on our mobile phones to the technology that enables us to navigate the Carrier Strike 
Group around the globe”. 
The two chiefs were speaking at the launch of Space Command at RAF High Wycombe, a new joint force that will be 
staffed by the RAF, British Army, Royal Navy and the civil service. When at full operating capability, it will provide 
command and control of space capabilities, including the UK’s Space Operations Centre, RAF Fylingdales in north 
Yorkshire, and SKYNET, the military communications satellites. The unit, which was born out of the £1.4 billion 
investment pledged for space over the next decade in last year’s Defence Command Paper, will focus on sharing 
information about developing threats in the arena. This will include the use of ground based and space based radars, 
as well information gathering “from other like minded allies”. 
Jeremy Quin, the Minister for defence procurement, said investment in space was “vital to maintain a battle-winning 
advantage across this faster evolving operational domain”. Sir Patrick added that the unit will aim to have a network of 
satellites which “can move data around seamlessly”, as well as garner “intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
from space”. He said: “Those are the sort of capability areas that we’re looking at. The starting point is to understand 
what’s up there and get the basics right.” 
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Air Vice Marshal Paul Godfrey, the commander of UK Space Command, added: “The space domain is vital, not just in 
enabling military operations across the world, but in the day to day lives of everyone across the nation.” 
America’s second-most senior military commander said British soldiers would be given access to classified US data 
under Pentagon plans to revolutionise the way it fights. 
Gen John Hyten, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said allied soldiers would be able to use their personal 
biometrics to log into a US “combat cloud”, after a hypothetical war-game with China “failed miserably” when US 
information systems were knocked out at the start of the battle. 
The US aims to have the overhaul in  place by 2030. 
 By Danielle Sheridan 

 
CGS Briefing Paper 
On 25th November Army Headquarters released ‘Future Soldier’, this is a ten year blue print for redefining the Army in 
a technologically changing world.. The letter circulated to all military units indicated a plan encompassing a 
combination of changes to equipment, structure, and size that together represent the most significant transformation 
in a generation. We might be forgiven for thinking that this is not “an exciting prospect”, as CGS would wish us to 
believe. The Army that will emerge will consist of 73,000 regular personnel and over 30,000 reservists. By sleight of 
hand another 7,000 have been removed from full time service, or more accurately the numbers have been reduced to 
reflect the reality of the already understrength army. 
Will it be “a more productive, capable and competitive organisation and better suited to the challenges of the digital 
era”? Well, we must hope so. Undoubtedly it will be one of the most technically modernised armies in the world 
responding to the exponential pace of technological change enabling the Army to prepare for a future of warfare 
heralded by artificial intelligence, quantum computing and robotics. 
An Army Special Operations Brigade, formed around a new Ranger Regiment, will build on lessons from Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Syria. The Rangers are designed to train, advise and operate alongside international partners in complex and 
high-threat environments. The Ranger Regiment will consist of four battalions formed from the 1st Battalion The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland, 2nd The Battalion Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment, 2nd Battalion The Duke of Lancaster's 
Regiment and 4th Battalion The Rifles. These four battalions will maintain linkages with their antecedent regiments 
but will be retitled as Ranger Battalions and will wear a new order of dress to reflect their new role which commenced 
on 1st December.  
Significantly for local Reservists, the Army’s Reserve and Regular structures will be much more closely aligned and 
mutually dependent, including those Reserve units in the reformed 19th Brigade. Every part of the Army Reserve will 
have a defined warfighting role, standing ready to fight as part of the Whole Force in time of war. In coming years, the 
Army Reserve will increasingly take responsibility for national resilience, supported by the Regular component. It will 
also continue to contribute individuals and formed elements to operations below the threshold of war.  
The Defence Estate Optimisation Portfolio will invest £3.35Bn to halt the managed decline of the Defence estate, 
disposing of superfluous sites and enhancing those that remain. Army Reserve basing will also be improved to strike a 
better balance between its traditional, regional disposition and the need for improved coherence and effectiveness. 
One bright note locally is the re-building of much of Halton Training Camps’ infrastructure with the allocation of a 
permanent army unit on the base for the first time in decades. 
 

Brigadier General Joseph Milburn CBE 
Joe Milburn, a local boy, joined the Border Regiment in 1952 and during a distinguished 
Army career lasting 36 years, was both a graduate of the Army Staff College and the United 
States Army College. Brigadier Milburn was Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion (1975-
78) and later Honorary Colonel 4th Battalion, King's Own Royal Border Regiment. He also 
commanded the Cumbria Army Cadet Force for a number of years. His service culmi5nated 
with the award of the CBE and he was subsequently appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Cumbria in 1995. 
From being a leader of soldiers, Joe Milburn, who has died aged 88, became leader of Allerdale Borough Council in 
2003 leading an Alliance – made up of Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Independent councillors, while serving as a 
Councillor for Crummock Ward for many years.  
Joe was also a Trustee of the Cumbrian Military Museum in Carlisle Castle and a churchwarden of 20 years standing in 
the parish church of Loweswater, where his funeral took place on November 1. 
Col Milburn lived at Watching How, Loweswater (military service permitting) and is survived by his wife Joan, three 
children and three grandchildren. A fellow Councillor, Margaret Snaith said of Joe:  “He is the most remarkably polite 
and nice gentleman that I have come across in a lot of years:” a most fitting tribute to an exceptional officer and 
gentleman. 
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Der Möhnekatastrophe - A Tribute to 617 (Dambuster) Squadron  

Part 1 - Preparation 
The power of water in human affairs, for both good and evil, is beyond imagination.  The breaching of the Möhne dam 
unleashed upon the valley below a hundred million tons from the reservoir, led by tidal wave sometimes over forty 
feet high, which swept down the Sauerland with primeval force, bearing death and  devastation at six yards a second, 
creating floods that eventually extended a hundred miles.  The locals feared bombs, blast, flame but not water as they 
did not think the dams could be breached.  The night 16/17th May 1943 brought this down on them, thanks to the 
Lancasters of 617 Dambuster Squadron. 
But the story started a lot earlier, in fact before the outbreak of the war, when the RAF planners in 1937 looked at 
targets; the Möhne, the Eder and the Sorpe, amongst others, were all considered.   The problem was that we had no 
aircraft to carry the loads required and there were no munitions big enough to crack the dam’s thick walls.  Barnes 
Wallis, an engineer rather than a scientist, was the man selected to undertake the task but he was hampered by being 
given several other jobs as well, including work on a revolutionary six engine bomber, the Windsor or Victory, as it was 
sometimes known. 
Barnes Wallis was a tall, white haired figure who lived at Effingham in 
Surrey.  He married his cousin who was much younger than himself but they 
were very happy and had a considerable family, as they seemed to collect 
other members of a wider family.  He had a varied life between the wars but 
it was at Vickers that he gathered valuable experience, for instance working 
on the R100 airship, which he, erroneously, thought was going to win the 
war.  
At no time was he able to concentrate on the design, the building and the 
testing of the bombs, or mines, as the RAF sometimes called them.  Not only 
that but he had two bombs to design;  they were called the Highball and the 
Upkeep, both code words, but we will leave that as the story of Highball as 
it has been told already, as it was designed for the RN, and is not part of this 
story.  The bosses at Vickers wanted him to concentrate on the bomber 
projects and he had to make time for his pet project.  At no time was he 
encouraged in the early stages.   
The project had critics. They varied from plenty of RAF planners in the chain of command to Air Chief Marshall Sir 
Arthur Harris, or ‘Bomber’ Harris as he was known because of his obsession with blitzing the cities and towns of 
Germany, who was an implacable foe of Chastise, as the codeword of the bombing of the dams.  He said of the bomb 
‘This is tripe of the wildest description............. There is not the smallest chance of it working’.  And there was a lot 
more of the same when he heard that up to thirty Lancasters would be needed to be modified. Harris wrote to Portal, 
the head of the Air Force, that ‘the weapon only exists within the imagination of those who conceived it. I cannot too 
strongly deprecate any diversion of Lancasters at this critical moment.......is just about the maddest 
proposition......that we have yet come across....... the job of rotating some 1,200 pounds(sic) of material at 500rpm on 
an aircraft is in itself fraught with difficulty’.  And again, less than a month before the attack, ‘as I always thought, the 
weapon is barmy(sic)’.......Get some of these lunatics controlled and if possible locked up’.  In the end he relented and 
supported the project. 
Meanwhile Barnes Wallis worked away on the bomb and its associated problems of which there many. The 
modifications on the Lancasters required the bomb doors removing and strong points fitted to take the callipers to 
take the bombs and the mechanism for the rotational driving machine. The bomb had to be tested and tried and there 

was much research needed on the size and casing around it. Eventually the bomb and 
the plane were ready but meanwhile time was moving on.             
Who was to command the operation.  Again, Harris plays an important part in this 
instead of getting a line squadron to take on the task he decided on a new one and he 
identified the officer who should lead it.  Wing Commander Guy Penrose Gibson, late of 
106 Squadron, and already the holder of two DSO’s and two DFC’s.  
On the 14/15th March 1943, barely two months to zero hour, Guy Gibson was about to 
go on leave, exhausted after completing an operational tour when he was summoned 
to 5 Group’s HQ.   He was kept waiting around for many days before he saw Cochrane, 
the AOC.  Who asked if he wanted to undertake one more trip and it was certain that 
the answer would be yes. But Cochrane was unforthcoming about it, although he knew 
a lot more. At a subsequent meeting at 5 Group Guy met the commander of RAF 
Scampton where his squadron would be based and on 21 March he drove through the 
gates of Scampton for the first time.  
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Guy Gibson was a character more stressed than most.  He was born in the Punjab, the third child of a loveless 
marriage. Nora Gibson, his mother, placed Guy, aged six, in an English school, she became, very quickly, an alcoholic.   
She suffered a painful death when her clothes caught fire on an electric stove when drunk.  He then went to St 
Edward’s, Oxford where he achieved neither distinction nor notoriety.  He applied for but was rejected for RAF but 
they later relented and accepted him for pilot training.  In November 1936 he reported for training and graduated a 
year later with a rating of ‘average’.  
Guy Gibson was boorish, brutish and arrogant to those under him and he did not have many friends among the Senior 
and Junior NCOs.  He lacked compassion and charm to those he relied on.  But he could lay it on for anybody who was 
in charge. He was indifferent to danger and was scornful of those who did not show the proper attitude to their job.  
He was a hard man to please. 
He met Evelyn Moore who was appearing in a play at Coventry and she was older than Guy but it was a precipitate and 
unloving marriage. The marriage did survive and she was alive when he died. 
The first task he had to do was get a squadron from 5 Group’s scattered squadrons.  Twelve pilots were British, three 
were Australian, five were Canadian and a lone New Zealander and the crews, including Americans were recruited.  On 
27 May he briefed the crews and stressed the need for secrecy and discipline.  There was a lot of extremely low level 
flying.  All leave was cancelled.  Gibson did little to enlighten them – not that he was keen to keep them in the dark he 
simply did not know himself. 
The Lancasters due to be modified were not ready and crews had to make do with normal aircraft, and not enough of 
these for one per crew.  The modified versions would not be available for weeks.  This was typical of the Chastise 
project which was forever going to be ‘just in time’. 
Early training tested to the limit the navigator’s skills. The job of navigating the Lancaster at low level was not easy and 
there were many of those that were selected were turned down.  Several of the crews lost on Chastise were 
inadvertently guilty of imprecise wind monitoring and map reading, which caused them to drift into enemy flack.  
Lakes, rivers and canals were the best method of map reading.  Guy Gibson was right to concentrate on this aspect, 
which he did with relentless efficiency.     
Each plane was given a different route out and there were several dog legs in these and there were different routes 
home. This was done to avoid known enemy anti aircraft positions. The Squadron had first to master the matter of 
flying very low level flights and the number of near misses was particularly worrying and numerous planes returned to 
Scampton with parts missing or bits of foliage still attached.  Most of the training was done on the older Lancasters 
and by the end of April only nine serviceable aircraft of the modified version were ready for use and that did not leave 
much time to get used to them. 
A special bomb site, a vital part of the crew’s kit was fitted by the Boscome Down boffins ; this was another example of 
just in time.  It was an imprecise piece of equipment and not all bothered to use it.  The crews were just as likely to 
rely on luck!  
Barnes Wallis meanwhile was struggling with Upkeep 
(codename for the weapon); numerous tests had already been 
carried out but none successful but at the last minute, or just 
fifteen days before Op Chastise he struck lucky.  The weapon in 
the new cylindrical form, fixed after the April tests, worked.   
The work continued to determine optimum aircraft speed 
together with bomb revolutions. He decided crews should be 
told to drop their bombs at an altitude 60 ft, flying at airspeed 
of 210-220 mph, with bomb aimers pressing release-toggles at a 
distance of 410 yards from the dam wall. 
Gibson reported to the station commander that all his crews 
were ready.  He also said that his gunners would use tracer 
ammunition in the guns only.  This was a bad move as it 
pinpointed the aircrafts position.  The normal was one round of 
tracer in four.  But the crews valued the morale effect of firing 
at the enemy. Meanwhile Guy was exhausted and a visit to the 
doctors was called for which led the MO to suggest a fortnights leave was required!!!. Gibson laughed and took away a 
bottle of tonic.  
A further development which Chastise took credit for was the installation of Very High Frequency (VHF) radios into 
every Lancaster. By the 9th of May all 617’s aircraft were fitted with VHF which allowed Gibson to exercise command 
and control of his crews over the target; for the first time in the battle over Germany.  Sets were installed in crew 
rooms so that pilots and wireless operators could familiarise themselves with radio procedures.  This was just another 
thing to learn during this very busy preparation time.  

Col Peter Dew 
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The 'Upkeep' weapon shown in its installed position below 
the Lancaster's fuselage 



THE ATTACK ON GIANDA FORT 
This action took place IN ITALIAN OCCUPIED ETHIOPIA ON 11th NOVEMBER 1941, AND THE AWARD OF A MILITARY 
MEDAL TO SERGEANT KENNETH WILMSHURST, KING’S OWN RR, ATTACHED TO THE 2nd ETHIOPIAN BATTALION 
A decision was made to attack the heavily fortified blockhouse at Gianda, the central outpost commanding the road to 
Gondar. With no mortars or supporting weapons other than Vickers Machine guns, the battalion assaulted the 
blockhouse with small arms and grenades. 
After a bloody, four-hour engagement, the 
Italians surrendered. 
Taken from ‘The Grey Company’ Website. 
The Situation - As 1941 drew to a close in 
East Africa, only one Italian-occupied area 
in Ethiopia remained to be captured by the 
Allies and this was the Gondar region 
around Lake Tana.  Italian-occupied East 
Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somaliland) 
had been invaded in mid-1940 from Kenya 
and Sudan by British soldiers, Indian 
sepoys, East and West African infantry and 
reconnaissance units, Belgian Congolese 
troops and South Africans.  South Africa 
also deployed aircraft, as did Southern 
Rhodesia and the RAF.  Last but not least, 
Ethiopian Imperial and Patriot units were 
very active, acting as both formed 
battalions and irregulars.   
The Italian forces contained a useful 
number of aircraft and armoured vehicles, 
much artillery, Black Shirt battalions 
composed of Italian fascists, and 
thousands of local East African soldiers led by Italians.  An early victory for Italy had been the invasion and conquest of 
British Somaliland, which was located facing Aden across the entrance to the Red Sea; the British garrison in the 
territory had fought a fierce withdrawal action before being evacuated by the Royal Navy to Aden. 
The 2nd Ethiopian Battalion - When the Italians invaded Ethiopia in 1935, not hesitating to use chemical weapons 
against spear-wielding defenders, it took them two years to pacify the country.  During that time and afterwards, 
thousands of Ethiopians professing loyalty to their Emperor Haile Selassie moved across borders into neighbouring 
states.  Many were housed in camps in Kenya. When the Italian Leader Benito Mussolini declared war against Britain 
and France on 10 June 1940, British authorities decided to recruit suitable Ethiopians in the Kenyan camps, and 
military units were formed. The 2nd Ethiopian Battalion was 600 men strong and contained many former members of 
the Ethiopian Army that had fought against the Italian invaders.  The Battalion was given three months training in 
Kenya where several British officers and senior ranks were posted into the unit; one of these men was No. 1709987 
Sergeant Kenneth Wilmshurst, King’s Own Royal Regiment. 
The Battalion was then moved up to Sudan where it became part of Gideon Force.  Gideon Force is perhaps best 
known for its tactical commander, Colonel Orde Wingate who was a pioneer of unconventional warfare.  Wingate had 
been awarded a DSO in 1938 for his unorthodox but effective use of Special Night Squads – well trained and motivated 
assault groups composed of Jewish and British volunteers; he later rose to fame in Burma where he raised the Chindit 
Brigades that operated behind the Japanese lines, before he was tragically killed in an air crash.   
The role of Gideon Force during the advance into Italian-held Ethiopia was to observe and report enemy movements 
and to foment an insurgency that would allow other Allied forces to quickly seize the capital Addis Ababa, and install 
Emperor Haile Selassie back onto his throne. This was achieved, and the Patriot irregular Ethiopian units in particular, 
quickly struck fear into the minds of both Italian defenders and civilians.  But the 2nd Ethiopian Battalion was a far 
more disciplined and well trained unit that was used conventionally whenever Italian units were met, and its 
reputation was highly regarded. 
The attack on Gianda Fort - Gondar town is on a plateau 2,133 metres high with mountains up to 3,000 metres on all 
but the south side; 34,000 Italian troops manned strong defences and had good supplies of ammunition and food.  The 
British main thrusts came from Asmara to the northeast and Debra Tabor to the Southeast.  Sudanese troops 
advanced down the Gallabat road from the west.  Patriot irregular units roamed the countryside using Maria Theresa 
silver dollars, air-dropped when required, to ensure loyalty to the Emperor from undecided communities.  The 2nd 
Ethiopian Battalion was tasked with advancing from the west of Lake Tana to capture Gianda Fort which controlled the 

western approach to Gondar.                   8 



The Battalion was armed with World War 1 USA Springfield rifles, hand grenades and Vickers medium machine guns; 
there were also a few Boyes anti-tank rifles and Lewis light machine guns in use.  There was no mortar support but 
overhead a South African Hartebeest aircraft, protected by Mohawks, provided artillery fire control observation, but 
this artillery support could not be used on the target once the Battalion closed with the enemy.  Around 50 Irregular 
Sudanese and Patriot cavalrymen supported the Battalion.  

The outer defences of the fort were attacked but the defensive Italian 
automatic fire quickly felled one British and two Ethiopian officers. (The 
British officer, Captain M.W.L. Tutton, a former District Officer in 
Tanganyika, died the next day from his wounds.)  But the Battalion 
persevered and seized the outer defences.   
‘B’ Coy Commander, Captain Percy Penhallurick, was later awarded a 
Military Cross for his gallantry during the action, and part of his citation 
describes the fighting: “He led his company with outstanding courage, 
ability and dash. For three hours after the outer defences of the fort had 
been captured he attacked the main building which was strongly fortified, 
from a range of less than 100 yards. He led several assaults on this 
building with hand grenades and his submachine gun. He set a 
magnificent example to his Ethiopian Officers and men, showing a 
complete and utter disregard for his own safety in face of the grenades, 
heavy rifle fire and Light Automatics.” 
Sergeant Kenneth Wilmshurst played a pivotal role during the fighting, in 
the best traditions of his parent regiment.  He was later awarded The 
Military Medal and his full citation reads: 
“For marked gallantry in action. During the attack on GENDA Fort on the 
11th November 1941, this non-commissioned officer (NCO) was one of the 
two British personnel of ‘B’ Company 2nd Ethiopian Battalion. In the early 
stages of the attack he led an assault on the outer perimeter of the fort 
with the utmost gallantry in the face of very heavy Light Automatic and 
rifle fire. He directed the fire of a platoon with skill and ability, several 
times firing a light machine gun himself when gun teams had become 

casualties. When Captain TUTTON and two Ethiopian officers fell within a few seconds of each other at the fort wall, 
he, completely disregarding his personal safety, went forward to the spot and directed their removal to a place of 
safety. Later, he set fire to a building still occupied by the enemy, with his cigarette lighter. Throughout the action this 
NCO set a magnificent example of courage and determination. The 
personal example of Sergeant WILMSHURST and his Company 
Commander (Captain PENHALLURICK) had a large bearing on the success 
of the attack.” 
Four hours after the attack started the Italian defenders surrendered.  
Other Italian troops from a nearby post mounted a counter-attack, but 
the Battalion and the Irregular cavalry, perhaps supported by artillery 
fire directed by the Hartebeest, halted this threat and the Italians swiftly 
withdrew to Gondar.  The 2nd Ethiopian Battalion had fought its toughest 
fight and lost many good men, but it had won – the ring of enemy 
defences around Gondar had been cracked.  The divisional intelligence 
report for the action records “A fierce engagement lasting four hours… Ethiopians are reported to have behaved 
magnificently”.  The Battalion then marched south to contain Italian activity around Azozo and its airfield. 
The fall of Gondar - On 27th November Askari of the 25th and 26th East African Brigades, supported by several Patriot 
units, attacked the enemy defensive positions located on high ground east of Lake Tana. Air and artillery 
bombardments supported the attack but enemy minefields and well-sited machine guns took their toll.  The enemy 
defences wilted and were seized, and by mid-afternoon the Italian commander in Gondar, General Nasi, requested 
surrender terms.  The last Italian stronghold in Ethiopia had been captured, although fighting against marauding bands 
of former Italian soldiers continued for some time. 
SOURCES: 
Major General I.S.O. Playfair.  British Official History. The Mediterranean and Middle East. Volumes I and II.  
Jon Sutherland and Diane Canwell. Air War East Africa 1940-1941. (Pen & Sword 2009). 
The Grey Company website: https://greycompanyrangers.wordpress.com/2020/05/02/ethiopian-battalions-and-
mortar-platoons-1941-in-bolt-action/    
Citations from the British National Archives. 
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Sir William Hillary  
Thank you again to Raymond Hirst for digging out another article for 
members, taking his total contributions up to double figures. On this 
occasion it’s the 250th anniversary of the birth of an imposing national figure 
who deserves the thanks of all those who put to sea in ships. 
You may well wonder why the Founder of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution might be of interest to the Lancaster Military Heritage Group.  The 
answer is that he was a former soldier and he was involved in the rescue of a 
Royal Navy cutter.   
I would like to dedicate this article to my good friend and our former 
colleague, the late Lynda Burke, who wrote some lovely words about me in 
the LMHG News Letter in July 2014 when I was awarded the Gold Badge of 
the RNLI to add to the Gold Badge of the Royal British Legion which was 
awarded to me in 2003.  
Sir William Hillary was born in 1771 and although not rich he enjoyed London society and mixed with the aristocracy, 
eventually becoming equerry to Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex and the 9th child of King George the 3rd.  It 
was during his travels in the Mediterranean with the Prince that he became interested in seafaring. 
He lived in Essex, married a wealthy heiress and during the Napoleonic wars, despite his interest in the sea, he spent 
£20,000 on raising the largest private army in England.  He took the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and in 1805 was made 
a baronet in recognition of his service to the country.  However this cost a lot of money which resulted in the breakup 
of his marriage and he became almost bankrupt, so in 1808 he moved to the Isle of Man to start a new life.  His house 
overlooked Douglas Bay where he witnessed many maritime disasters and was involved in many rescues. 
It was wreck of HMS Racehorse in 1822 and the rescue of the Royal Navy cutter HMS Vigilant in Douglas Bay, that Sir 
William and a few retired naval officers organised, that was the catalyst for the founding of what was to become the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution. He drew up plans for a lifeboat service crewed by trained people, intended not 
only for the Isle of Man but for all around the British coast. He was convinced that there was a need for a national 
rescue organisation, so in 1823 he published a pamphlet entitled “An Appeal to the British Nation on the Humanity 
and Policy of Forming a National Institution for the Preservation of Lives and Property from Shipwreck”.  One of its 
objects was: “The people and vessels of every nation, whether in peace or war, to be equally objects of the 
Institution”.   
Initially Hillary received little response from the Admiralty so he appealed to London philanthropists, including Thomas 
Wilson (MP for the City of London) and George Hibbert of the West Indies merchants, and his plans were adopted. 
The National Institution for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck was founded on 4 March 1824 at a second 
meeting in the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, London, with the King as Patron. The National Institution for the 
Preservation of Life from Shipwreck was formed.  In 1854 it was renamed the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.   
At the age of 60, Hillary took part in the rescue, in 1830, of the crew of the packet St George, which had foundered 
on Conister Rock at the entrance to Douglas harbour. He commanded the lifeboat, was washed overboard with others 
of the lifeboat crew, yet finally everyone aboard the St George was rescued with no loss of life. 
Following the heroic rescue, the Master of the St George, Lieut. John Tudor (RN), wrote to Sir William expressing the 
gratitude of himself and his crew: 
“My Dear Sir – Allow me to return you (in the name of the crew of the St. George and myself) our most grateful thanks 
for the very great personal exertions of yourself, Lieut. Robinson (RN)., Mr William Corlett and the Life Boat's crew 
during the gale of yesterday morning………..we had considered it our duty to warn you off……, for there did not appear 
to us (amongst the heavy breakers then rolling upon Conister) the slightest chance of escape for you, and which, from 
the crippled state of the life boat when she afterwards left the wreck, was so nearly proving to be the case. Trusting, 
Sir, that you may long live to preside over an establishment your philanthropy gave birth to, and in which your 
humanity has always placed you amongst the foremost and most active of its members – I have the honor to remain 
Your obliged, grateful, and Most obedient servant” 

 Lieutenant John Tudor (RN). Douglas, November 21st, 1830. 

 

For the saving of the 22 crew members on board the St. George, Sir William and Lieut. 
Robinson both received the Institution's Gold Medal. Sir William was to receive three in 
all. Hillary died at Woodville, near Douglas, Isle of Man, on 5 January 1847. He lies 
buried in St. George's Churchyard, Douglas.  
In 1938, King George VI, asked for a modification of the original RNLI medal. 
The obverse from 1824, had shown the head of the sovereign; but it was then replaced 
by Hillary's head, as founder.                
Raymond Hirst 
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Little Green Men  
Putin’s Wars Since 2014  - The Inside Story of Russia’s New Military Power  
LMHG member Tim Ripley has been busy bringing together details of the recent 
developments in Russian deployment in recent years and we are delighted to 
bring you an introduction to his latest book. This will certainly provide interesting 
background to our earlier article on page 4. 
In February and March 2014 Russian troops - with their rank badge and unit 
insignia removed - began to seize control of Crimea. They blockaded Ukrainian 
personnel in the peninsula inside their bases. At first, the Kremlin denied its 
military was involved. When journalists phoned up government spokesmen in 
Moscow or the Black Sea Fleet headquarters in Sevastopol to ask if the troops 
were Russian, they were met with point blank denials. “They are more likely to be 
little green men from outer space than Russian soldiers” was one of more 
flippant the responses. Few people believed the Kremlin spin but the ironic 
reference to “little green men” entered media folklore and took on a life of its 
own.   
The phrase “little green men” became forever linked to the idea that Russia 
waged a sneaky, devious and underhand campaign to capture Crimea. 
Subsequently, whenever Russian troops were involved in foreign military 
operations they were referred to by the world’s media as “little green men”.   
Russian President Vladimir Putin eventually owned up to the fact that his troops had carried out the operation, not 
local self-defence volunteers, as his government had initially claimed. In Russia, the troops and their commanders 
became heroes for pulling off a daring and successful operation by outwitting their opponents to win a great victory, 
without firing a shot. They were soon dubbed “the polite men” by the Russian media.   
Russia’s operation to seize the Crimea in 2014 caught the world by surprise. Since then Russian troops have fought 
wars in the Eastern Ukraine and Syria. A new Russia operation is now underway in Libya.    
Drawing on a wide array of sources - including hundreds of satellite images of Russian bases in Russia, Syria, Ukraine 
and Libya - Little Green Men gives an unprecedented insight into the most important Russian military campaigns since 
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in the 1980s.    
This book, containing 247 pages and 23 photographs looks at how these Russian military operations unfolded, and 
examines their implications and is available on Amazon for a very reasonable £10.99.     
 About the Author   
Since 2014 Tim Ripley has reported on the Russian interventions in 
Crimea, Eastern Ukraine and Syria for The Sunday Times, The 
Scotsman, Jane’s Defence Weekly and Jane’s Intelligence Review. 
He has reported extensively on the Russian military for more than 
25 years. His book, Operation Aleppo: Russia’s War in Syria, was 
published in 2018. 
Given Tim’s undoubted expertise and currency with recent defence 
matters we very much hope that he will offer LMHG some of his 
time and talk to the Group on a future occasion. 
 
Tim has previously researched and written about: 

 Desert Storm Special: Land Power (Osprey 1991)  
 Modern US Army weapons and Equipment (1992), 
 Modern Strike Aircraft (Salamander 1992),   
 Security Forces in Northern Ireland 1969-92 (Osprey 1993) 
 Military technology was profiled in Bombs Gone! Aircraft Ordnance in Action (1994),  
 The wars in the former Yugoslavia in Air War Bosnia (Airlife 1996),  
 Jane’s Modern Military Helicopters (Harper Collins 1997),  
 Operation Deliberate Force (CDISS 1999)  
 Conflict in the Balkans 1991-2000 (Osprey 2001).  
 Air War Iraq (Pen & Sword), which profiles the role of air power in the US-led invasion of Iraq was published 

in 2003.  
 His most recent book, Operation Telic, describes the British military campaign in Iraq, 2003-2009  
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 “DEFENCE UK Pro Patria” – an appreciation by David Dawson 
“Defence UK” is a very significant organisation of which our much respected and greatly missed late member Martin 
Edmonds was one of the founders from its inception in 2007, under the name “United Kingdom National Defence 
Association” [UKNDA]. Later, because that title could lead to misunderstandings about its purpose and also the rather 
confusing original logo, it was decided to adopt the new Name, Mission Statement and Logo as shown alongside this 

article.  As also a member since 2007 and then still a full 
member of RUSI, I expect I share with other LMHG 
members a sense of deep dissatisfaction with the 
present lack of public awareness of the role of the 
British Armed Forces. While there is a wide and worthy 
degree of sympathy and support for veterans troubled 
by past injury and trauma, there is an almost total lack 
of interest in how our present armed forces are 
equipped in both people and materiel to meet the 
looming threats. How much emphasis on defence was 
given in the party manifestos at the last General 
Election? Answer there was none. As so often happens, 
managerial neglect and rot start at the top. It is 
questionable as to which of the two principal UK 
political parties has done more damage to UK military 
capability over the last half century. Understandably, 
funding the NHS and climate change mitigation have 
become top priorities but where, oh where, is that “first 
duty” of a sovereign government? Platitudes and 
“creatively massaging” the claimed 2% of GDP on 
Defence will not do any longer.  While the green 
agenda is to be supported, I suspect that its high profile 
may mask a creeping pacificism in the nation at large, 
especially among the younger members of society. 
It is this predicament that Defence UK seeks to address. 
I strongly recommend LMHG Members to have a look 
at the excellent website www.defenceuk.org. Here you 
will find full details of their prestigious Patrons and also 
of their Directors, one of whom is Commander Graham 
Edmonds RN, along with full contact details of their 

secretariat.  There is also an annual Journal with very authoritative and timely articles and the last three of these are 
freely available on the website. I can mention two very topical articles from the current Volume 3:- 

 “Defence and Scottish Independence”, by author Steve Coltman who has written a book on UK defence policy 
and is a Director of Defence UK.  Here he presents a sober and cogent analysis of why and how nations such as 
Norway are systematically boosting their military expenditure.  This is in stark contrast to the dogs’ breakfast 
left behind by the disastrous gambles of the UK’s SDSR 2010 and of course the unanticipated result and effects 
of the BREXIT referendum. One can only foresee continuing endless political wrangling even before we get to 
the nuclear question 

 “The National Flagship – ‘a missed opportunity’ “, by Captain Kevin Slade MNM who is a maritime consultant 
and Chartered Master Mariner with 22 years of sea-going experience including 9 in command, followed by 26 
years in ship management and support including at Director level in Northern Marine Management. Members 
of LMHG may have seen the various renditions of the proposed new “National Flagship” which is to be 
classified as a warship, even though its stated purpose is to promote UK business. In my opinion it resembles 
the type of yacht owned by Russian oligarchs, which hardly ornamental is of little practical use. Captain Slade’s 
proposal by his company, Britannia Maritime Aid [BMA], is to have a British designed and built ship based on 
well-established RoRo technology, with large deck spaces both enclosed and open, the latter able to operate 
large helicopters. These decks could be readily re-configurable from accommodating exhibitions and 
receptions to stowing containers and vehicles for supporting Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief [HADR] 
operations.  This surely would better “tick the boxes”, especially with the public. 

If LMHG is to prosper, and even to survive, we need to network more effectively both within and outside the military 
community. Making links in some way with Defence UK may just be part of this. Why not join!? Details are on the 
website. 
David Dawson MSc CEng MIMechE 
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Lancaster Military Heritage Group Executive Meeting 
Thursday 4th  November, 2021 

held in Liberal Club,  Lune Street and by ZOOM at 19.00 hours 
1. Apologies and Welcome 
 a)  Welcome and appointment of David Hodgson as temporary Chairman 
 b)  Apologies: Adrian & Rory Legge 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 Executive 30th September – accepted (Roger Dennison).  
3. Matters Arising 
 None 
4. LMHG Raison d’être – Tim Roberts 
 Nothing received. 
5. Membership and Recruitment – John Gedge 
 Updated list received. 
 
6.  Publicity, Social Media, PR – Mike Irvine, Alan Sandham 
 Publicity: Alan Sandham 
 Lancaster Guardian has reported on recent talks and the Galgate war memorial centenary was recorded. 
 Facebook: Mike Irvine: still 48 joined. 
 LMHG YouTube channel now showing 4 lectures (eg. Martin Alexander and David D).  
 Roger Dennison mentuoned last night’s silver Covenant award to the Council and will send write-up to Alan S.
                     ACTION Roger D 
7. Website – Mike Lamb/Brian Jefferson 
 Mike Lamb: Reveille proposal put together – applied for grant from WWMV (Ed.- this is now in the bank.) 
 Christopher Donaldson at Lancaster University will look for PhD student in January. 
 WIX costs to build new LMHG website may mean subscription upgrade to £130 per year. 
 
8. Newsletter – Brian J 
 Latest – No 85 due in January, contributions needed by December 25th. 
 
9. Future events 
 Martin Alexander: 

Annual Dinner 18th November - to go ahead with loss to be covered. Suggested something like 5 tables of 6 
with numbers recorded so far. (Tom Mills has 3 more names to add.) No  formal top table. LMHG to cover 
Burts’ accommodation and travel costs. 

 Thursday 25th November: University talk (Marietta Lesley re. Defence under Scottish independence). 
 Further talks – Martin has number of recorded lectures, if necessary. 

Carol Service – David H has been asked by Priory but little time left to organise, so suggested cancelling (Roger 
D accepted.) Cadet organisations to be informed. 
Armed Forces Day - will need temporary bank assistance. Brian J accepted to cover. Members agreed. Roger D 
booked provisionally for the Saturday. David H to put together committee.         ACTION: David H 
 

10. External Links 
 Roger D: ongoing commitment to armed forces covenant and aiming for gold standard. 
 Tim R: no volunteers for cadets. 
 Sunday 14th – First Light to be open. 
 Duke of Lancaster Museum: to contact Roger D with names and e-mails.                              ACTION: Roger 
 Royal British Legion – poppy appeal busy in supermarkets.  

Lancaster - Remembrance Garden Service as normal but no admittance to Town Hall.  
                    Wreathes to be collected at 9.45 by doorway.  Andrew T to let DD know. ACTION:David D, Andrew T 

 Morecambe wreathes at Platform by Steve Trainer. 
 LCC agreed to netting on wooden frame to stop wreathes blowing away. 
 
11. TREASURER 
 Bank balance £3575 (£3250 after Dinner costs) 
 
12: Date of next meeting: Tuesday January 11th (Actual and Zoom) – David Hodgson to Chair.   
 Brian expressed feeling that Liberal Club no longer suitable. =  Suggestions for alternatives please? 
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP 
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com  

and view our website at www.lmhg.org.uk 
For War Memorials in the Lancaster District www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk 

Search online for greatwarlancaster 
 

 

   

Armed 
Forces 

Covenant 
The table to the left 
contains a summary of  
the main achievements 
through the application 
of the Armed Forces 
Covenant Fund Trust 
and the new Office for 
Veterans Affairs set up 
by the Government. 
Our Armed Forces 
Champion Councillor 
Roger Dennison has 
committed our Council 
to support all of these 
initiatives in the drive to 
achieve the gold 
standard for the  
Community Covenant. 

Chairman VACANT   

Vice-President Col  Peter DEW  01524 811396 peterdew1934@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair/RN & Sea Cadets Rep Lt Cdr Adrian LEGGE  01539 445252 adrian.legge@hotmail.com 

Secretary VACANT   

Treasurer & Newsletter Sqn Ldr Brian JEFFERSON 07876 710565 piperswood@btinternet.com 

Dinner & Minute Secretary Pauline ELLIOT 01524 69716 pzenaelliott@aol.com 

Events Organiser David DAWSON 01524 67748 david.dawson43@btopenworld.com 

Membership Secretary John GEDGE 01524 33480 jdennyg41@gmail.com 

Web Master Mike LAMB 01539 532876 mikelamb34th@yahoo.com 

Media & Publicity Mike IRVINE 07483 827763 mike.irvine@talk21.com 

University Liaison Martin ALEXANDER  saa@aber.ac.uk 

Press Officer Alan SANDHAM 01524  67989 alansandham@hotmail.co.uk 

Archivist Rory LEGGE 01539 445252 rory-legge@hotmail.co.uk 

Armed Forces Champion Cllr Roger DENNISON 01524 417710 roger.dennison38@gmail.com  

RAF Rep & AFD organiser David HODGSON 07741 018710 davidhodgson19@icloud.com 

Royal British Legion Rep Andrew TAYLOR 07930 994108 andrew1960taylor@btinternet.com 

Morecambe Submariners Cdr Tim ROBERTS 07557 532520 trobgos@btinternet.com 

mailto:lmhg@live.com
http://www.lmhg.org.uk/
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