LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP
President: Brigadier Peter Rafferty MBE DL

Online AGM Invitation and VJ75
Editor’s Introduction
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2020 began as a year of much promise to the military family, with the planned celebrations for VE75 in
early May, Armed Forces day in late June, VE75 in mid August and the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of
Britain in September. These should have been major celebrations and fund raising opportunities for the
military charities. Sadly with the onset of the pandemic all this was thrown into doubt and as we now
know, largely cancelled with hollowed out socially distanced token events taking their place. But the
worst aspect of the lockdown and its consequences has been the cancellation of all Veteran activities,
including fund raising for the charities that support ex-service personnel and their families.
For LMHG we have had no choice but to cancel all events since January in order to conform with the
ever changing restrictions issued by the Government which has impacted venues, travel options and of
course ‘vulnerable adults’, which encompasses many of our members.
Hopefully we are maintaining contact with you through the newsletters and for those using computers
by fairly regular email news when required. There have been a few online lectures from Chris Robson
and Lancaster University during the formal lockdown period. The summer relaxations gave us hope that
we might be able to plan meetings for the autumn, but those have evaporated with the re-opening of
schools and universities and the not entirely unexpected increase in covid cases.
Our Chairman, Col Mike Diss has taken the decision to hold our postponed AGM as a virtual ‘ZOOM’
meeting. If you have a computer, this is less scary than you might imagine. Members will receive an
email with a weblink in it that you simply click on and then follow the instructions to download the
software. It is a good idea to then open the software about fifteen minutes before the meeting time to
ensure you are online with everyone else at the start time.
The AGM will require some analysis of our organisation yet again! What is clear is that we remain
locked into a situation where we currently have a temporary Chairman – the permanent position needs
to be filled. We have also identified three key areas that are not in nominated hands. These are
Publicity, Webmaster and a Carol Service Organiser and also an understandng that we have been
operating without a ‘Secretary’ for some years. Therefore, before we can feel comfortable about our
future we need members to step forward and share the load of operating our programme.
In this edition we largely cover the Victory over Japan and the Far East Campaign – we owe this to the so
called ‘Forgotten Army’ whose memory is not commemorated so well through the unhappy ‘accident’ of
occurring in the long summer holidays when minds are too often elsewhere. A letter from Raymond
Hirst begins the remembrance, followed by a piece from the Far East Prisoners of War
Association. Harry Fecitt’s second part of the Chindit series appears and is followed by
the timeline of the atomic bombs which finally brought the Asian war to its cataclysmic
end.
NATO is troubled by the rumblings from Turkey on page 8 and other current military
commentary follows. Raymond Hirst reminisces about his military links on pages 10/11
and our Treasurer’s “Round Cumbria Cycle Ride” on behalf of Combat Stress finally took
place and is also reported on page 14 in the endpiece.
The minutes of the last Excutive meeting are on pages 12/13 and will give you some
background in preparation for the AGM. The notification and agenda for the AGM are
on page 13 of the newsletter.
FORCES TV - There is a permanent presence for military news to be found on weekdays at 17:30 on
Freeview 96, Sky 264, Freesat 165 and Virgin 277 keep in touch with the latest developments

Autumn/Winter Events - Blue text events are happening For more information contact 07876710565 or piperswood@btinternet.com

October
2020

Friday 16th October – AGM online via ZOOM meetings at 7pm – invitation on page 13
Thursday 29th Oct – Online Talk with Lancaster University – “No more Concordes?”
Annual Dinner - Lancaster Golf Club – the venue is still not yet open for bookings
Tues 15th Dec - Military Carol Service – University of Cumbria at Bowerham Chapel
– with limited numbers under current guidelines this event is not viable

On the 15th of August we
commemorated
the
75th
anniversary of VJ Day. After days
of rumours about it, US President
Harry S Truman broke the news of
Japan’s capitulation at a press
conference at 7pm on the 14 of
August 1945. Later, at midnight,
Britain’s new Prime Minister,
Clement Atlee, confirmed it
saying: “The last of our enemies is laid low.” The following day Japan’s Emperor Hirohito announced the surrender. It
is also the day when World War Two finally ended.
The war in Europe had ended in May 1945, but many soldiers, sailors and airmen from the Allies were still fighting the
Japanese in the Far East. 29,968 soldiers from Britain and the Commonwealth died in the war against Japan and
12,433 prisoners of war died in Japanese captivity having been brutally tortured, suffered appalling atrocities and lived
in dreadful conditions, even though they had surrendered.
The war could have ended on the 28th of July as that was the date the Allies had told Japan to surrender, but the date
passed without them doing this, so the US dropped two atomic bombs on Japan which it hoped would put a stop to
the conflict once and for all and it did.
People from all over the world were very happy that the war finally came to an end, but there was also a lot of
sadness. Millions of people had been killed, so many were suffering from the loss of loved ones.
King George V1, in a broadcast from his study at Buckingham Palace at 9pm on the 15th of August said: “Our hearts
are full to overflowing, as are your own. Yet there is not one of us who has experienced this terrible war who does not
realise that we shall feel it’s’ inevitable consequences long after we have all forgotten our rejoicings today”.
Sadly many parts of the world, including the United Kingdom, are still suffering from the horrors of war and terrorism.
The Royal British Legion sees this all too often and does a wonderful job to alleviate the suffering of members of the
Armed Forces family and perpetuate the memory of those who lost their lives fighting for their country. Will the day
ever come when the world is united in peace?
Raymond Hirst
Lancaster Royal British Legion

Muted VJ-Day Wreath laying in Lancaster
The Right Worshipful Mayor of Lancaster, Councillor
Malcolm Thomas and the lady mayoress, Mrs Trisha
Thomas, lead the City's tribute to the fallen in the Garden of
Remembrance. The Revd Canon Chris Newlands Vicar of
Lancaster lead the service and four members of the RBL
were present. The first Wreath was lain by the right
worshipful mayor of Lancaster, followed by two RBL
wreaths lain by Chairman Raymond Hirst and Treasurer
Dr Stephen Cade. The Exhortation and Kohima Epitaph
were said by the RBL Chairman either side of last post, two
minutes silence and reveille, played by Sam Virdie of Ripley
St Thomas Church of England Academy; the Lancaster and Lancashire Branch Standards were dipped by branch
secretary Andrew Taylor and committee member Bill
Williams.
After the dispersal of the parade a Royal Army Medical
Corps Association Wreath was lain by the RBL
Treasurer and accompanied by the Secretary, both
being ex RAMC.
At 12:00 a wreath was lain by LMHG Vice-President
Col(Rtd) Peter Dew accompanied by members of the
Lancaster Military Heritage Group Committee,
including Chairman Col(Rtd) Mike Diss and Mrs Pam
Dew. The RBL Standard Bearers again dipped
standards for a minutes silence.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions the ceremonies had to
be kept low key and were not publicised.
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Far East prisoners of war

is a term used to describe former British and
Commonwealth prisoners of war held in the Far East during the Second World War. The
term can also be abbreviated
as Far East POWs or FEPOWs.
Many of these were enslaved
on the Thai/Burma railway, the
Sumatra railway, the Sandakan
Death Marches, in copper
mines in Formosa, steel
factories in Japan, building
roads in Burma, air strips on Ambon, Haruka, Java, Rabaul,
New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. Thousands are known
to have died battened down in holds on the 'Hell ships'.
Many of the Far East prisoners were civilian internees and
their story should also be told and remembered. But
thousands also survived to return and for them the suffering continued for years after and many of our members bear
testament to their fathers' constant nightmares and recurring illnesses.
Since 2000, following a campaign led by the Royal British Legion, former Far East POWs are eligible for UK Government
compensation for their suffering in POW and internment camps operated by the Japanese during the War.
Compensation may also be payable to any member of all British Groups
imprisoned by the Japanese in the Second World War. It is therefore available
to British civilians and merchant seamen as well as members of British and
Commonwealth forces. An amendment of the scheme in 2002 extended
compensation to former Gurkha soldiers.
An application may be made by either a former POW or their family or estate. A
successful FEPOW applicant is entitled to an ex gratia payment of £10,000. The
scheme is currently administered by the Veterans Agency.
The National Federation of Far East Prisoner of War Clubs and Associations
(NFFCA) acts as an umbrella organisation for over 60 autonomous FEPOW Clubs
and Associations in the UK.
The FEPOW Community has been set up to research loved
ones who suffered under Japanese captivity during World
War II. It does incorporate a free group, with its members
helping each other in research. The Roll-of-Honourh as
every death of service personnel and civilians mentioned in
the site, most having a page of their own. The Far Eastern
Heroes covers stories from the FEPOWs themselves, with a
special page which promotes FEPOW Day as 15 August, the
day Japan surrendered.
Children and Families of the Far East Prisoners of War
(COFEPOW) was founded in 1997 by Carol Cooper
in Norfolk after a chance reading of a newspaper article about the discovery of a
diary of a soldier who had died working on the Burma Railway. It emerged that
the soldier was her father. In 1999 it became a registered charity. Today it
comprises a membership of children and siblings of those who died as POWs
and campaigns to raise awareness, raises funds for the creation of memorials
both in the UK and the Far East, and offers resources for research.
In 2005, it established the Far East Prisoners of War Memorial Building at
the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, England. Within the building
an exhibition tells the story of those captured by the Japanese during the
Second World War. In the same area of the Arboretum are memorials for those
prisoners of war who suffered and died building the Burma and Sumatra
Railways.
Life in the POW camps was recorded at great risk to themselves by artists such
as Jack Bridger Chalker, Philip Meninsky, Ashley George Old and Ronald Searle.
Human hair was often used for brushes, plant juices and blood for paint, and
toilet paper as the "canvas". Some of their works were used as evidence in the
trials of Japanese war criminals.
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An exhibition 'Secret Art of Survival - Creativity and ingenuity of British Far East
prisoners of war, 1942 - 1945' was to have been held at Victoria Gallery and
Museum, University of Liverpool from 25 October 2019 - 20 June 2020. Unfortunately
the exhibition was cut short in March with the arrival of the pandemic. While open,
it provided a unique and fascinating glimpse of the battle to survive extreme adversity
in wartime and the self-help strategies used by British servicemen including
making art as therapy. LSTM's longest-running collaboration is with ex-Far East
Prisoners of War (FEPOW). The exhibit should be held over but no decision has yet
been made.
Our Lady & St Thomas of Canterbury in Wymondham, Norfolk, England was completed
in 1952 on the initiative of Father Malcolm Cowin - former Roman Catholic Chaplain to
the 2nd Cambridgeshire Regiment and who himself had spent 3½ years in Japanese
POW camps. The site and a fund to build the church had been provided by Irish labours
and USAAF personnel in the area. While a prisoner he helped construct three chapels
in different camps and determined that on his return to the UK he would build a
church in memory of those who died in Japanese POW and internment camps. It serves as a parish church for the local
Roman Catholic community as well as a focal point for the wider FEPOW community. There is a FEPOW shrine and an
annual FEPOW memorial service held on the nearest Sunday to 14 May the anniversary of the relief of Rangoon.

CHINDIT HEROES OF THE KING’S OWN ROYAL REGIMENT
No. 2. Naik (Corporal) KYA LIN BGM, 2nd Burma Rifles attached 2 nd Battalion the King’s Own Royal Regiment.
No. 3. 3711805 Private DANIEL BROWN MM the 2nd Battalion the King’s Own Royal Regiment.
INCIDENTS WHEN PATROLLING OUT OF BROADWAY
A. The eyes, ears and tongues of the Chindit Columns
The Chindit columns were units of English-speaking British or Nepalese-speaking Gurkha troops who moved across
large areas of enemy-occupied northern Burma on foot using mules to carry heavy loads. They carried weapons and
were regularly resupplied by air drops and could fight their Japanese enemies when they came across them. But
because of language differences they could not talk to local villagers, some of whom supported the Japanese
occupation of Burma. Another group of soldiers were required to be the eyes, ears and tongues of the Chindits.
This second group of soldiers was supplied to each
column by the 2nd Battalion the Burma Rifles, a Burma
Army unit officered by British and Burmese leaders
who commanded Burmese troops often recruited from
the hill-tribes who were happy with Britain’s
administration of the colony. Each column had a
reconnaissance platoon of Burma Riflemen.
In his official report on the 1943 Chindit expedition
(Operation LONGCLOTH), Major General Wingate
wrote of the 2nd Burma Rifles:
"I would like to record here that I have never had under my command in the field as good a body of men as the 2nd
Burma Rifles. Their Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Wheeler,
and myself were hopeful that the work of a reconnaissance unit
for a Long Range Group would make full use of their good
qualities, but we were surprised by their excellence in the face of
the enemy. As a result of the experience we gained, the following
conclusions may be drawn. The Burmese hillman is an ideal
soldier for aggressive reconnaissance. He is not at all ideal in
defence. He is not ideal if ordered to attack a strongly held
position. But in carrying out rapid, bold and intelligent patrols in
the face of the enemy, in obtaining local information, in making
propaganda, in handling boats, in living off the country, and in
loyal service to his officers he is without equal. This therefore is
the use to which he should invariably be put.”
The two King’s Own Chindit columns had amongst their Burma Rifles reconnaissance platoons No. 50187 Acting Naik
(Corporal) Kya Lin, 2nd Burma Rifles, and when he accompanied a patrol moving outside the BROADWAY position
(where the gliders landed) he proved to be an astute tactician and a fearless soldier. He was awarded the Burma
Gallantry Medal (BGM) with this citation:
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On the 16th March 1944 Naik KYA LIN was sent out with a patrol to counter an enemy force approaching
EMBURY (the name of a location near Broadway). At 0900 hours on the 27th March the patrol contacted
the enemy. As the patrol was withdrawing an enemy section tried to outflank them. Naik Kya LIN saw
this enemy movement and attacked them single-handed with his Sten gun, killing three and driving the
remainder of the enemy off. The quick action and courage of Naik KYA LIN enabled the patrol to
withdraw without loss and take back valuable information.
Recommended by Major V.F. Boyle, Officer Commanding 41 Column, 2nd King’s Own Royal Regiment.

B. “ . . . shot in the hand, bayoneted twice in the chest and struck with rifle butts . . .”
On another King’s Own patrol sent out from Broadway, before the march to Blackpool Block egan, No. 3711805
Private Daniel Brown, 2nd Battalion King’s Own Royal Regiment, had an adventure to which he responded very bravely
by leading his Japanese captors into an ambush. He was awarded a Military Medal (MM) and his citation explains his
ordeal and eventual triumph:
On 26th March 1944 Private BROWN was one of a patrol of 41 Column Reconnaissance Platoon, sent out to
locate a Japanese force known to be approaching the airstrip at Broadway.
At 0530 hours on the 27th March 1944 the patrol found the enemy in harbour (a temporary base in the
jungle). The patrol entered the enemy harbour, shot it up and dispersed. Private Brown hid in some tall
grass observing the enemy. When he eventually tried to withdraw, he was attacked by three Japs, who
shot him in the hand, bayoneted him twice in the chest and struck him with rifle butts, until stopped by a
Japanese interpreter.
Private BROWN was then questioned and told he would have to lead the Japs to the guns at Broadway.
He was tied up and all his clothes except his trousers taken from him. With his arms still bound, he led
the Japs to Broadway arriving at about 2300 hours. Instead of taking them by the covered approach, he
took them out in the open on the airstrip in front of the bunkers, knowing that his action would result in
fire being directed against him as well as the enemy. A Bren gun opened fire and wounded Private
BROWN above the left eye at the same time killing the three Japs behind him. He then ran into the middle of
the strip and lay down where he was found, the next morning by troops from Broadway. He brought much
valuable information back with him.
Recommended by Lieutenant Colonel A.W. Thompson MC, Officer Commanding, 2nd Battalion, King’s Own
Royal Regiment.
As the King’s Own columns marched to Blackpool Block, they
fought fiercely to defend the Block, and then withdrew out of
it under heavy Japanese fire, patrolling became an essential
skill. Not every soldier liked the dangers involved, but those
who mastered the skills and techniques ceased to fear the
jungle, and could be trusted to ensure the security of their
comrades by proficient patrolling.
A vital part of each patrol were the Burma Riflemen, whose
knowledge of jungle lore, indigenous languages, and the
capabilities and routines of the Japanese enemy helped their
British and Nepalese Chindit companions to be confident and
well prepared.
Harry Fecitt
Charles Chaisie and Harry Fecitt have jointly authored this compelling account of the Battle
of Kohima from the perspective of the indigenous people caught up in a war that was not of
their making. The Naga people of the Burmese/Indian upland border region, ethnically quite
different to the native populations surrounding them were key allies during the campaign.
The people of Kohima, the capital of Nagaland, lost their homes and their lives helping the
British defend the area. Many acted as stretcher bearers and some fought alongside British
troops and were given credit for the victories that followed.
The book is in two halves with the first illustrating the lives of those caught up in the fighting
and the problems of recovery following the war. In the second part the military involvement
of the Naga soldiers is developed.
All royalties from the sale of this book are to be given to the Kohima Educational Trust set up
in 2014 by veterans of the campaign to help repay the debt of honour to the Naga people.
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Bells toll for 75th anniversary of Hiroshima
The sound of tolling bells echoed across the city of Hiroshima as Japan marked the 75th anniversary of the first atom
bomb to be used in war. Residents at the ceremony observed 1 minute of silence at the time the bomb exploded
before hundreds of people took it in turn to approach the arched memorial with an eternal flame that is the
centrepiece of the city’s Peace Park.
This year’s ceremonies to commemorate the estimated 140,000 victims of the attack were scaled back out of concern
for the remaining elderly survivors being exposed to coronavirus. Addressing the ceremony Kazumi Matsui, the mayor
of Hiroshima, said, “On August 6, 1946, a single atom bomb destroyed our city. Rumour at the time said nothing would
grow here for 75 years. And yet, Hiroshima recovered to become a symbol of peace.” The mayor repeated an annual
request to eliminate atomic weapons worldwide, calling on the Japanese government to ratify a UN treaty to ban
nuclear weapons, a step Tokyo has yet to take as it relies largely on the nuclear-armed US for its own security. Shinzo
Abe, the prime minister, said in his speech that, as the only nation in the world to be the target of nuclear weapons, it
is Japan’s “duty” to continue efforts to achieve their abolition.
Hiroshima was followed three days later by the bombing of Nagasaki, which killed a further 75,000 people. There are
136,682 survivors of both bombs still alive, down by 9,200 on last year.
Julian Ryall

Timeline of the first Bombs
July 16, 1945 - At 5.30am the sky is suddenly bright in the New Mexico desert. “The whole country was lighted by a
searing light with the intensity many times that of the midday sun,” writes General Thomas Farrell, deputy commander
of the Manhattan Project — a secret team in Los Alamos dedicated to creating the atom bomb.
Four hours after the “Trinity” test, the first nuclear detonation in history, a ship leaves bound for the south-west
Pacific. On board is Little Boy, the second ever nuclear bomb.
August 6, 1945- Hiroshima - That night, the people of Hiroshima feel safe. They’ve grown used to American B-29
bombers passing overhead and have nicknamed them “Mr B”. They have never heard of the atom bomb. They do not
know that Hiroshima has deliberately been spared conventional bombing so its devastating effects will be clear. Little
Boy’s target is dependant on weather conditions at one of three options: Hiroshima, Kokura or Nagasaki.
00.02 - For the first time, the crew of the B-29, named Enola Gay, is told what they will be carrying. Capt William
“Deak” Parsons informs them that it will cause the most furious explosion since creation; it might crack the Earth’s
crust. In Hiroshima, it is a clear night full of shooting stars.
02.45 - Enola Gay takes off. In Colonel Paul Tibbets’ pocket are cyanide capsules, one for each crew member, in case of
capture. They still do not know where they are heading.
04.00 - Dr Michihiko Hachiya, a physician at the Hiroshima Communications Hospital, finishes his air raid duty. There is
nothing to report.
06.41 - Captain Parsons begins arming the 9,700lb warhead on board Enola Gay.
07.29 - “The hour was early; the morning still, warm, and beautiful,” Dr Hachiya notes in his diary. High above, a
weather plane passes over the city. Only now is the target set.
08.14 - On board Enola Gay, a tone warns the crew to brace themselves. Citizens of Hiroshima hear nothing but a
distant thrum. There is no siren.
08.15 - The bomb bay doors open. It is a sunny day. The fireball is hotter than the sun. Everything within a mile is
vaporised. A quarter of the 350,000 residents are killed instantly. Hiroshima was known as the “City of Water”. Now it
is a city of fire. Naked survivors, their clothes burned into their backs, wander through the inferno. Many die in
reservoirs or drown in the Ota river. Black rain falls from the sky. Hiroshima is now, in the word of survivors, “hell”.
It took J Robert Oppenheimer, the father of the atom bomb, a week to sketch Little Boy on a blackboard. He explained:
“When you see something that is technically sweet, you go ahead and do it.” Yet the bomb, which cost $2billion to
develop, (£18billion today), was barely more sophisticated than a medieval cannon.
August 7, 1945 - In the days afterwards, the explosion is named “pikadon” (flash-bang) by survivors. But those close to
the epicentre only call it “Pika”. They do not remember the boom, only the flare— then silence. Survivors have been
left with an unforgettable image. “That beautiful cloud!” recalled one. “I have never seen anything so magnificent in
my life!”
The “mushroom cloud” becomes the bomb’s trademark. This wasn’t just an act of war, it was a media event. As Enola
Gay’s crew returns to base, tail gunner Bob Caron snaps a picture of the cloud. His will be the only official photograph
successfully developed. An information war begins. Ofﬁcials in Japan claim the damage is minimal.
In Hiroshima, “fake news” proliferates among the survivors. Some have heard the city will be uninhabitable for 75
years. There are rumours that Los Angeles has been destroyed in retaliation. But America wants the known. Leaflets
are dropped featuring Caron’s snapshot.
August 9, 1945 - It is a cloudy day in Nagasaki when 40,000 people are blasted into memory by a bomb called Fat Man.
Meanwhile, in Hiroshima, many survivors are now in Dr Hachiya’s hospital. They start vomiting. The doctor wonders
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whether “the new weapon [threw] off a poison gas or perhaps some deadly germ?” Eleven days after the blast, more
baffling symptoms emerge. People develop speckles on their skin, then die. Another mystery: epilation.
“Unconsciously, I grabbed some of my hair and pulled... The amount that came out made me feel sick,” Dr Hachiya
writes in his diary.
“The idea was to explode the damned thing,” recalled Hymer Friedell of the Manhattan Project. “We weren’t terribly
concerned with the radiation.” Dr Hachiya notes that the closer the survivors were to the blast centre, the more likely
they were to develop these symptoms, placing each on a map. The value of this does not go unnoticed.
James Forrestal, the navy secretary, tells President Harry Truman that survivors offer “a unique opportunity for the
study of the medical and biological effects of radiation.” A legion of scientists descends on Japan. The survivors were
to be studied, not necessarily treated.
By 1950, 130,000 were enrolled in what is known as the “Life Span Study’ It forms the world’s largest bank of
knowledge on radiation and has helped to develop safe medical uses such as CAT scans and X-rays. Now the survey is
focusing on the next generation, tracking survivors’ children.
Yet even as they became central to scientific progress, the survivors faced ignorance. Many “hibakusha” (person
affected by a bomb) found themselves outcasts. “Some people didn’t want to go near them because they were
‘infected?’ says Takuo Taldgawa, director of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. Hibakusha were banned from
public baths, for fear of contaminating the water. People refused to employ them. It is only now that their
contribution is being recognised. They helped to shine a light, even as they were left in the dark.
Today - It is difficult to put a number on those killed in 1945, but estimates suggest more than 200,000. The rumours
that Hiroshima would be uninhabitable proved false. Along with Nagasaki, it is now thriving. Despite fears over
radiation, many citizens chose to stay and rebuild their homes. The city has a population of more than 2 million.
But the threat has not passed. Every year since l947, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists sets a “Doomsday Clock” to
indicate how near we are to annihilation. This year it ticked to 100 seconds to midnight, the closest we have ever
been. They point to the breakdown of arms control treaties; a worsening of relations between the great powers and
climate change. “The world is sleepwalking its way through a newly unstable nuclear landscape,” it warned. “Any
belief that the threat of nuclear war has been vanquished is a mirage.”
There is another side to the story which should not be forgotten. Many European families were living in the Far East
when Japan entered the war. The Japanese set up more than 300 concentration camps for white women and children
around the Dutch East Indies —and these were incarcerated for almost four years in the most horrendous conditions.
Commonly, a three-bedroom bungalow would house 100 women and children, frequently starved, beaten, hit with
bayonets, tortured and forced to stand and bow to the emperor for hours in the sun. There was almost no food, water
or medication. Many did not survive.
The civilian men were taken to work as slave labour on the Burma Railway and the bridge over the River Kwai, or
transported to Japan to work in an underground munition factory. Often, they never recovered from this experience
and died young.
Even today, most Japanese people are not aware of the atrocities committed by their country during World War II.
Before we criticise those who designed and droped those first atom bombs, we should balance the argument by
understanding how many lives, both Allied and Japanese, were saved by shortening the war.
Hanneke Coates reflected “I am sad when people remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but not why the atom bombs
dropped. I have no doubt that those bombs saved lives, and that of many thousands of others. Please do not judge
those who were involved in making them.”

Fleet Support Ship Procurement
Inviting foreign companies to take part in plans to build three new 40,000 ton Fleet Solid Support (FSS) ships to
support the Royal Navy, has caused a storm. The move goes against recommendations of the National Shipbuilding
Strategy and has angered maritime unions. They argue that it would be economically and industrially illiterate for a
£1.5bn contract to be sent abroad.
A defence select committee hearing on industrial and procurement policy for military Equipment was warned a deal
to build up to three Fleet Solid Support (FSS) ships must be awarded to British shipyards to guarantee the country's
ability to produce vessels. The Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions (CSEU) argues that as the FSS
vessels sail with the ﬂeet, and that they are warships which have to be domestically built. The Government has argued
that because the FSS are part of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not warships and EU procurement rules mean work
for them has to be tendered internationally. According to the CSEU, building the FSS will protect 20,000 UK
shipbuilding jobs and more in the supply chain, providing work in regional economies.
Peter Sandeman, director of campaign group Save the Royal Navy, said “Select committee MP’s regularly see
information that has operational security considerations. It seems the FSS ships have become such a hot potato that
the MoD is shutting down on it to avoid public scrutiny.“
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NATO threat as Erdogan hails a new Ottoman era
As Warships bristling with 21st-century weapons systems prowled
the eastern Mediterranean, Turkey’s president drew on a rather
earlier era to underline his latest round of sabre-rattling towards
Greece. Recep Tayyip Erdogan chose the anniversary of a battle that
took place nearly 1,000 years ago as an opportunity to warn the
Greeks that they would be swept aside if they stood in the way of
Turkish ambitions in the region. At the Battle of Manzikert in 1071,
the Turkish Seljuk Empire beat Christian Byzantine forces, capturing
the Byzantine emperor and forcing entry into the great hinterland
of Anatolia. The battle is celebrated as marking the birth of the state
of Turkey; nearly a millennium later, Mr Erdogan, the president, was
in bellicose mood.
“Turkey will take what is its right in the Mediterranean, in the Aegean and in the Black Sea,” he said during the recent
speech. “If anyone wants to stand before us and face the consequences, they are welcome to. If not, stay out of our
way and we will continue with our work.” This punchy rhetoric is emblematic of Turkey’s increasingly assertive posture
in a dispute which now risks spiralling into military confrontation between two Nato members.
The crisis began earlier this month when Turkey sent a survey vessel, escorted by warships, to prospect for oil and gas
in the Aegean. Ankara argues that the many small Greek islands that lie off the Turkish coast should not be taken into
account when delineating maritime
boundaries and accuses Athens of
trying to grab an unfair share of
untapped resources. Greece was
furious, saying that the flotilla was
trespassing in its waters and impinging
on its exclusive economic zone. On
Aug 14, the confrontation threatened
to escalate when a Greek frigate
collided with a Turkish warship in
waters between Crete and Cyprus.
The Greek ship, the Limnos, was
approaching the Turkish survey vessel
when it came into the path of one of its naval escorts,
the Kemal Reis. The Greek frigate manoeuvred to avoid
a head-on collision and in the process its bow touched
the rear of the Turkish frigate, in what the Greeks
described as an accident. Mr Erdogan seized on the
incident to issue an aggressive warning, saying that any
“attack” on the survey vessel, the Oruc Reis, would incur
“a high price”.
Greece and Turkey have been squabbling over the
Aegean for decades. In 1996, they nearly went to war over a collection of rocks, the Imia islets. But there are two key
factors that make the current crisis particularly dangerous. Firstly, Turkey has become more emboldened recently,
buoyed by successful military interventions in Libya and Syria. It feels hemmed in and contained by maritime
demarcations drawn up nearly a century ago. Many in the West accuse Mr Erdogan of pursuing neo-Ottoman
adventurism to expand its sphere of influence. “Turkey is meddling in Libya, Syria, Iraq and the Aegean — all areas that
used to belong to the Ottoman Empire,” said Angelos Chryssogelos, an expert on the eastern Mediterranean from
London Metropolitan University. “What you see is a concerted effort by Turkey to liberate itself from the obligations
that it assumed when it was founded. Erdogan is matching nationalist, Kemalist ideas with a neo-Ottoman agenda
which has a populist dimension.”
Many Turks do not see it that way. They argue that the current laws about continental shelves and offshore drilling
rights are deeply unfair to Turkey. “There is broad consensus over this within Turkey because it is seen as part of
Turkey’s national sovereignty. It’s not politically partisan, it’s almost unanimous,” said Sinan Ulgen, chairman of Edam,
an Istanbul think tank.
France and the UAE have sent aircraft and warships to back up Greece, while Cyprus, Israel and Egypt also have a stake
in prospecting for hydrocarbons in the eastern Mediterranean. Turkey upped the ante by announcing that it would
conduct live fire exercises north-west of Cyprus in early September with the concomitant risk that “With more military
exercises and more forces in the region, the risk of something going wrong is there.”
Nick Squires
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British Army to Patrol French Colony
A unit of the British Army is preparating to join the United Nations mission in Mali, the new front line in the war
against jihadist extremism. It is currently the UN’s most dangerous peacekeeping operation anywhere in the world.
Over 200 UN troops have been killed since the mission to counter the rise of Islamic terrorism began there in 2013.
Lt Col Tom Robinson is the Commanding
Officer of the Light Dragoons, who deploy
to the troubled western African nation in
December. Does he fear that Britain risks
being pulled into a bloody mire, like
Afghanistan, which claimed 464 British
troops, or Iraq, where 179 UK forces
perished? “Not for a second." Deploying
there, he said, with the sang-froid typical
of an experienced cavalryman, is simply
going “back to normal”. “We’re not
looking to hunt down violent extremists.
We’re on a peace-keeping mission,” Lt
Col Robinson said.
The Light Dragoons will take on a
proactive reconnaissance role as they join
15,000 peacekeepers making up the UN’s
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation
Mission in Mali to provide stability. The
region is seen as critical to European
security as the Sahel controls access to
Europe’s southern flank, with increasing
al Qaeda and Islamic State influence, it is
the area of the world most likely to see
the West’s next big military engagement. Last year, 4,800 people were killed in jihadist violence and wider lawlessness
across Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso and 1.7 million had to flee their homes.
The Light Dragoons Will be the first British unit to deploy to Mali in a three-year UK commitment. The 250-strong
British force, which will also include an infantry company from 2nd
battalion of the Royal Anglian Regiment (The Poachers), will
operate alongside a German and Swedish Infantry Patrols task
group. The Sahel is not fundamentally anti-Western, according to
Paul Melly of Chatham House, the international affairs think tank. It
is unusual there to support radical jihadist groups, so British troops
are less likely to receive a hostile welcome than in Iraq or
Afghanistan.
As the biggest development donor, the EU is more influential in the
Sahel than probably anywhere else outside Europe. It is popular in
the region. Participation in existing EU military missions in the
region would fit in with Britain’s strategic objectives. But there is the small matter of operating under the EU flag, and
that is politically unpalatable in London: hence British forces participating in the UN peacekeeping force. The security
crisis in Mali has blown up over the past decade for two key reasons. First, al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM, an
Algerian-led movement) has moved south into Mali and is now part of a powerful coalition including Nusrat-al-Islam.
An IS affiliate has also sprung up. Second, with the collapse of the Gaddaﬁ regime in 2011, Tuareg fighters from
northern
Mali returned. Many Tuareg fighters joined with AQIM to take over in northern Mali in 2012. As Bamako, the Malian
capital, was threatened, the government asked France, its former colonial master, to intervene, along with other West
African forces. Many northern towns were liberated and an uneasy truce established with the Tuareg. The jihadists
however, driven much more by ideology, fought on.
The British troops will fill a reconnaissance role. Pushing deep into ungoverned territory for weeks at a time, operating
more than 180 miles from their home base in Gao. Will the sight of British soldiers pushing into areas of Mali not
touched by any form of authority for years entice the insurgents? “You’d have to ask the armed groups,” says Major
Johnny Black, the commander of A Squadron from the Light Dragoons. “But people are always cautious of soldiers
dressed in camouﬂage and carrying guns.”
Dominic Nicholls
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Integrated Defence Review 2020
The Prime Minister launched a review in February, before the Covid crisis, with the aim of defining Britain’s global role
post Brexit, and ensuring our capabilty to deal with the emergence of modern warfare, such as cyber and space.
This is a tall order, as the review needed to consider vital security issues, such as how Britain protects its national
infrastructure from potentially devastating cyber attacks and its democratic institutions from the dissemination of fake
news, while also making sure the Armed Forces are properly structured for more conventional war fighting operations
Not surprisingly the review is said to have generated tensions between those who believe in embracing new untried
technologies and the military professionals who understand the importance of having sufficient warships, tanks and
fighter aircraft to deter enemy aggression.
Senior military officers are under no illusions about the threat posed by new technologies like cyber. A well-directed
cyber attack could, for example, inflict far more damage on the operational effectiveness of one of the Royal Navy’s
new Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers than missile attacks, a consideration that is uppermost in the minds of the
Navy top brass as they complete preparations for the carriers to become fully operational.
Nor are our potential adversaries showing mulch inclination to abandon their conventional war fighting options.
Throughout the summer Russian warplanes and warships have tested the Armed Forces by entering the nation’s
airspace and territorial waters, while the recent surge in Chinese aggression towards Taiwan has mainly comprised
warplanes violating Taiwanese airspace on an almost daily basis.
The key, therefore, to ensuring the success of the Integrated Review will be to provide Britain with the right mix of
new and conventional military technologies. The military is by no means closed to the idea of embracing new
technologies in its war fighting armoury. Plans have been drawn up to establish a digital hub to coordinate operations
of remote controlled weapons such as drones, submarines and other robotics. Nevertheless a concern remains that in
government some favour dispensing with traditional equipment such as tanks, to fund new technologies.
For, as with all defence reviews, money is a primary consideration. The defence budget currently has a £9 billion
"black hole" and with the Treasury seemingly intent on bankrupting the country in its efforts to defeat Covid-19, there
are growing fears that the Government will either be unwilling or unable to provide adequate funding for defence.
Given the wide array of threats we face today, as well as those we are likely to encounter in future this would be a
grave miscalculation. The Government might believe that its priority is to win the war on Covid but this should not
exclude a fair apportionment to the Defence of the Country.
Con Coughlin

A Tale of National and Other Military Service
In response for an article in these troubled times I wondered what I could write about. After much thought, I decided
to share my peripatetic and undistinguished military career with you. I hope it won’t bore you too much.
It was in 1956 that I was called up for National Service. It held no fears for me having miraculously passed my common
entrance exam and been educated at a famous public school where the Combined Cadet Force was compulsory, so
drill was no problem and I knew how to fire a rifle and I was used to living away from home.
The first year in the CCF had to be in the Army section where I learnt the basics of military life and thereafter I could
choose my service. I chose the RAF. I wanted to be a pilot, possibly as a career, so I went to RAF Biggin Hill for aircrew
selection. Unfortunately my eyesight was not good enough so I was posted to RAF West Kirby for basic training;
known as square bashing.
Having been told by a Group Captain that my eyesight was border line he thought it worth my while to try again in a
couple of years time, so to show that I was really keen, and as I wasn’t yet absolutely sure what I wanted to do for a
living, I decided to become a three year National Service man which also meant I got paid a bit more. I was surprised
how many people chose to do the extra year. I didn’t try for a ground commission.
I applied for Air Sea Rescue, but that would have meant signing on for nine years; too big a call, so I became a fighter
plotter. I trained at RAF Middle Wallop where I had my first experience of gliding. My instructor was an Air
Commodore.
Only six people passed the course and two of us were
posted to 7 Signals Unit, RAF Kormakiti, Cyprus,
which was a mobile radar unit on the cape and the
domestic site was about a 20 minute drive away. We
lived in four man tents. Despite being in the RAF we
went by troop ship to Cyprus, the Empire Orwell; not
a pleasant experience! Kormakiti was in a Maronite
area and the villagers were friendly and didn’t want
anything to do with Eoka, but we were always on
guard.
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We were trained on the job to be radar operators and reclassified as Air Defence Operators; I think the first, but I can’t
be sure of that. It was quite interesting at times and I enjoyed it, but two and a half years was more than enough.
Unfortunately staring at a radar screen was not good for my eyes and put an end to my ambition to be a pilot and
because of the Eoka situation there was no gliding.
To relieve the boredom a member of the Church of Scotland had a mobile book shop and he visited all the service
units. Once when I was off duty I went with him to see a bit of the island. A few months later on one of the roads I
had been with him his van was blown up and he was killed.
Another sad story. Once a week two lorries went to RAF Nicosia for
admin purposes. Because we went through EOKA territory we had a
man with a Bren gun in the turret and the back of the lorries. Me
and my friend who trained together were on guard duty on one
particular cold February day and as one of the lorries had no cover
we tossed a coin to decide who would go in which lorry. I won the
toss and chose the covered lorry. The open one crashed and my
friend was killed.
On one occasion I was on guard duty at the radar site when we had a
visit from a Rear Admiral. When I, a mere Senior Aircraftsman, felt
duty bound to ask for his ID card some of the more junior, but
nonetheless fairly senior RAF officers, looked askance at me, the Admiral said to me well done; I would have been very
cross with you if you had not asked me for it. One up to me.
About halfway through my time at Kormakiti a handful of my colleagues were posted to Germany. I was very
disappointed that I was not one of them as gliding was big in Germany and I could have carried on where I left off at
Middle Wallop.
Although RAF Kormakiti was only opened in September 1956 it closed in February 1959 and I spent my last few
months at RAF Akrotiri, but such were the skills of many National Servicemen during that time that we built what I can
best describe as an entertainment hall and published two newsletters while at Kormakiti. I kept my newsletters, but
when the RAF museum archivist came to give a talk to the LMHG I gave them to her for the museum.
Also while at Akrotiri I saw Group Captain Johnnie
Jonson arrive very low and fast having just broken the
record for a flight from the UK to Cyprus in a Victor.
On another occasion I was on guard duty when we
had a visit by Duncan Sandys and Archbishop
Makarios.
There was a time when we could safely wander round
parts of the island including Nicosia in civvies,
although sometimes we did carry a pistol in which
case we had to wear a jacket and tie to keep it out of site as much as possible. On one occasion when I was wearing a
jacket and tie but was not armed I went into a smart civilian watering hole. Afterwards I was told it was for officers
only but I was not challenged. Perhaps I looked smart enough to pass as an officer!
I am happy to say that my return to the UK was by plane. Fifty years almost to the day I returned to Cyprus for the first
time since demob. I went to RAF Akrotiri and asked at the now civilian manned guard room if I could visit the station. I
was very disappointed and disgusted to be told no, not even with an escort.
In 1960 I joined the TA as an officer cadet and was commissioned in 1962 in the 4/5 King’s Own Royal Regiment TA
Lancaster. My first commanding officer was Lt Col (later Major General) Nigel Gribbon of LMHG fame. I left in 1967 as
a Lieutenant when the TA was reorganised. I was then given an immediate commission in the RAFVR(T) as a Flying
Officer serving with 345 (City of Lancaster) Squadron Air Training Corps, retiring in 1985 as a Flight Lieutenant. I will
always be very grateful to the RAFVR(T) because it was thanks to two events with them that I joined the RNLI in 1989
as a volunteer in various capacities, both operational and fundraising and have loved every minute of it and still do.
The only service I haven’t tried is the Royal Navy, but at almost 82 I think I have left it too late! However when I did a
RAF Air Sea Rescue Course I was winched up from the English Channel by a Navy helicopter and I do read the Navy
News.
I was very glad to have done National Service and met some wonderful people from all walks of life. Altogether I
served for 32 years in Her Majesty’s Armed Forces.
I joined the Royal Air Forces Association in 1959. I can’t remember when I joined the Royal British Legion and they
only have membership records going back to 1 January 1990, but I have a certificate dated December 1999 thanking
me for my service to the Lancaster Branch and the Ex-Service Community from 1959 to 1999 and I am still a member.
I am a member of the Duke of Lancaster’s Regimental Association and have been a member of the LMHG since it was
formed, as I am still very interested in the Military. Unfortunately however due to major health issues since June 2010
I have not been able to do anything like as much as much as I would like to.
Raymond Hirst
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Lancaster Military Heritage Group
Minutes of Virtual Zoom Executive Meeting Tuesday 8th September, 2020 19.30
1 Welcome and Apologies
a. Welcome from Mike Diss to present: David Dawson, Roger Dennison, Peter Dew, Pauline Elliott, John Gedge, Brian
Jefferson, Tim Roberts, Alan Sandham, Andrew Taylor.
b. Apologies from Adrian and Rory Legge.
c. Minutes of July meeting approved.
d. Confirmation of Honorary Members Dr Marco Wyss and Dr Sophie Ambler, Lancaster University approved.
e. The Chairman had received a very supportive email from Liz Scott, tending her resignation.
f. Peter D had received copy of Charter (Lancaster Armed Services Covenant, 2014) from Annie Lean.
POST MEETING Do we Archive or could it be displayed somewhere ?
ACTION Chair
2. Matters/Actions Arising
a. Successor for Chair: David Dawson needs more time to consider due to other commitments.
b. Publicity: Professor Martin Alexander not responded to Brian, David D to approach.
ACTION: David D
c. Carol Service:
Tim R had talked with Rev Logan whom Alan S said was co-operative but problems with ascertaining numbers allowed
in Chapel and issue of singing. The same problems would apply at the Priory Church – also 30 was Govt maximum, but
guidance likely to change. University not yet back so no answers for moment. Carol Service not viable this year and
Tim was actioned to advise Rev Logan (ACTION COMPLETE 9th Sept)
d. Media: Andrew reported that no discussion had been held with Rory and Adrian.
e. Discussions with Prof Wyss going well – utilising MA students for projects such as software updating, website, say, 80
hours for 2 students in Lent term. We would provide some financial support for travelling. (Money available from
WWMV grant.) Brian J said Dr Donaldson was looking for students.
h. Grants - also available for Armed Forces Day (WWMV).
4. EXECUTIVE TEAM
1. and 2. David D as Chair perhaps assisted by Adrian as Deputy. Fallback is Brian
3. Treasurer and Newsletter – Brian J
4. Speakers & Uni link David D
5. Membership – John G
6. Minutes - Pauline E
7. Carol Service – Alan S, Tim R
8. Webmaster – Mike Lamb
9. Publicity – ??
10. Media – Adrian with help from Andrew. Mike D has someone in mind.
ACTION Chair
11. Archivist – Rory L
12. Press – Alan S
5. AGM, Friday 16th October
Mike D to write to members with invitation and options. Chairman’s report would be issued by early October.
Proposal: 19.00 AGM, 19.30 Supper, 20.00 Tim R talk on Submarines/Faslane.
POST MEETING NOTE: Since the meeting, Gov has introduced the “6 people” rule, Unless this is relaxed to 30 by
date of Chairman’s report, we will have to resort to a Ballot,
6. Short-term plan
a.
Letter from Mike D re: AGM to John G for circulating: by email or post
b.
Brian J to provide envelopes and stamps to Alan S on Thursday 9th Sept, for transmission to John G.
c.
Newsletter no 80 deadline 23rd Sep . Chairman Report to AGM and the 19/20 Accounts with Newsletter
c. Dinner 2020 - Brian said Golf Club not yet open and bookings not known, so now have to look for a Spring 21 date
7. Talks and events
a. Tim R confirmed his talk on Submarines/Faslane for AGM, and it could be transmitted on ZOOM if necessary
b. David D asked about frequency and Mike suggested every two months but omitting August and December
c. David D said he could offer
a. Warships in Falklands War,
b. NATO funded re Russian military weapons for civilian purposes
c. Wooden Walls to HMS Dreadnought.
d. And two others
d. Brian J said University were planning a joint talk in October and the Martin Edmonds Memorial talk in April 21
e. David to coordinate dates with University
ACTION COMPLETE
f. Mike asked David D to develop a plan for talks
ACTION David D
g. Mike asked David D to develop a plan for talks
ACTION David D
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i. in Nov, Jan, March and May (short at AGM)
ii. to take account of Larry O’Hara’s talk on Kohima (possibly July 21 prior to VJ 21)
iii. to take account of the six opportunities on last page of Agenda
iv. and to be Zoomable if possible
8. Treasurer’s Report
We usually donate £25 to RBL for Wreaths - agreed to donate for 2 each VJ day and Remembrance weekend
The account Balance is £3767.98
Website subscription had renewed automatically
Brian had circulated Mike Lamb’s assessment of the Website in its current form. He is suggesting a change of
platform and that more effort must be committed to keeping it up to date.
The Public Liability Insurance had NOT been renewed as we are not planning any public events.
9. Membership – NTR POST MEETING NOTE: Chair has asked JG to circulate the address list to the Exec prior to the
November and April meetings each year, so that Exec have an up-to-date copy
ACTION John G
10. AOB
 Alan S mentioned VJ Day wreath laying took place and was covered by Lancaster Guardian.
 Brian J’s Charity bike ride for Combat Stress starts Thursday 10th from Market Square and £1800 already raised.
11. Next meeting
 10th November 2020 – will Skerton be available?
ACTION: Brian J
th
th
th
th
th
2021 Agreed alternate second Tuesday of month, 12 Jan; 9 Mar; 11 May AGM; 13 July; 14 Sept; 9th Nov

LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP
Annual General Meeting 2020 - Rescheduled
To be held online by ZOOM Virtual Meeting
Friday 16th October at 7pm
AGENDA
Members Present
Apologies
Approval of the Minutes of the AGM of 14 May 2019
These were distributed to members in NL75 on pages 12/13

Chairman’s Annual Report
Election of Officers:
Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Executive Members
Treasurers Report – statement attached
Membership Report
Date of next AGM – Tue 11th May 2021
Presidents Address
Any Other Business
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com
and view our website at www.lmhg.org.uk
For War Memorials in the Lancaster District www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk
Search online for greatwarlancaster
Chairman

Col Mike DISS

mike_diss@hotmail.com

Col Peter DEW

01229 585812
07811 504229
01524 811396

Vice-President
Vice-Chair &
RN Representative
Treasurer & Newsletter

Lt Cdr Adrian LEGGE

01539 445252

adrian.legge@hotmail.com

Sqn Ldr Brian JEFFERSON

piperswood@btinternet.com

Dinner & Minute Secretary

Pauline ELLIOT

01524 811837
07876 710565
01524 69716

Events Organiser

David Dawson

01524 67748

david.dawson43@btopenworld.com

Membership Secretary

John Gedge

01524 33480

jdennyg41@gmail.com

Web Master

Mike Lamb

01539 532876

mikelamb34th@yahoo.com

Publicity

Vacant

Carol Service

Vacant

Press Officer

Alan SANDHAM

01524 67989

alansandham@hotmail.co.uk

Archivist

Rory LEGGE

01539 445252

rory-legge@hotmail.co.uk

Armed Forces Champion

Cllr Roger Dennison

01524 417710

roger.dennison38@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Rep

Andrew TAYLOR

07930 994108

andrew1960taylor@btinternet.com

Morecambe AFD

Cdr Tim ROBERTS

07557 532520

trobgos@btinternet.com

Sea Cadets

Lt Arthur BAILEY

07500 947352

Arthur_bailey@standfast-barracks.com

pandpdew12@gmail.com

pzenaelliott@aol.com

Cycle Cumbria 2020 - This ride, originally planned for the VE75
was eventually ridden from 9th-19th September in delightfully sunny
conditions, one day excepted. The bicycle ridden was a 50 year old
Phillips road bike, which raised eybrows among the cognoscenti, but
proved up to the task . Following the many training rides, starting at
about 5 miles but building up to 8, 10, 15 and then 2 x 15 miles with
a short break in between, the averaging 30 miles a day was well
within thecapabilities and totalled 273 miles by the finishing line.
I was waved off by an enthusiastic group of LMHG and RAFA
members from the steps of the City Museum in Lancaster and a
slightly smaller group again gathered at the end.
There were very real tests; Kirkstone on day 2 with strong winds, and
from the summit, light rain turning heavier along Ullswater was the one day of bad weather and over 2,000’of climb; a
close second was the climb out of the Duddon valley on day 8 when the legs were beginning to burn. But offsetting
these tougher days were the rest; in amazing September weather the ride across the Solway coast with my son and
escorted by Barry M is right up there, as was the ridge ride from St Bees to Braystones with the sea on the right and
amazing views of the Western fells on the left.
Thanks are due to many people; Lee at Signs Express in Lancaster for signage, John Ferguson for his PR efforts, Dave
Hodgson for his monitoring and the Legge and Maxey families for their hospitality. Most of all, I’m exceptionally
grateful to the many sponsors who have helped me raise over £2700. It’s still not too late to accept donations for
Combat Stress if you know of anyone who might feel so inclined – just let me know at piperswood@btinternet.com
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